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The Physical Expression of ‘“Refusing, Demanding, and
Coordinating” Actions of 1- to 2-Year-Old Day Nursery Children
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*Graduate Student, Aichi University of Education, Kariya 448-8542, Japan
**Department of Early Childhood Education, Aichi University of Education, Kariya 448-8542, Japan

In this study, we examined the characteristics of the “refusing, demanding, and coordinating” actions of 1 to
2-year-old day nursery children as physical expressions, and developed criteria to be used for such an analysis. We
first implemented an observational survey that focused on scenes in which 1- to 2-year-olds (13 subjects) refused
nursery workers’ requests. The results revealed a strong tendency for “refusing” actions to be expressed with
movements, but no words, and for these actions to be part of a series “refusing, demanding, and coordinating”
series. The results also suggested that the analysis of such movements based on the four elements, energy, time,
space, and body form, might be possible. The perspectives and criteria for each of these elements were examined
before use in observational case studies. This study confirmed the efficacy of analyzing the target children’s

movements using these perspectives and established that these movements are expressions of internal intention.
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