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The great majority of the circulating libraries’ readers are women, and
these are quick to know a good book from a poor one, and do not fail to
advise their friends accordingly. Men are not so much readers of novels as
they used to be, and when they take one up it is generally because one of
their women-folk has spoken highly of it. Of course, the sale of a novel is
always influenced somewhat by newspaper criticisms; but I believe it is still
more assured by its women readers.

Men are not writing so much fiction as in past years, while the woman
writer is immensely on the increase. Woman is doing really distinguished
work in the realm of fiction, and there can be no doubt that, as time goes on,
the number of women’s names on our roll of honoured novelists will be very
considerable. Men are running away from novel-writing. Perhaps they are
not to be blamed, since the majority of them do not look upon it as
sufficiently remunerative work. But publishers ought to be very grateful to

women for taking their place with such excellent results. °
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But first, you should know that as an avid reader you have the best chance of

getting published. When I researched my book, Love’s Leading Ladies, I

discovered that most of the popular romance authors are readers turned

writers.
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