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The compound passion of avarice and ambition
left them in no humor for repose. Without pause,
yet not blindly, they pursued their mission; and
the impatient and fevered restlessness which it
demanded and excited, rendered them superior to
every persuasion that threatened conflict with
their strength. These could only prevail finally
with the race which, with ample luxuries in pos-
session, find no longer in their thirst the provoca-
tion to performance. . .. They have still a great
work to do, are still goaded by fiery passions
which will not suffer them to sleep, and they seize
their luxuries with the mood of the hurrying
traveler, in a strange land, who plucks the flower
along the wayside as he passes, and hastens on his
way. ... The fresh desires of achievements kept

them from all loitering. Acknowleding the sweets
and beauties of the scene, as proffered them by
Nature—acknowledging with due appreciation
the bounty in her gifts—they tasted only, and
They had then fiercer
impulses to appease, and more exacting and ear-

pressed forward. . . .

nest appetites to satisfy. They obeyed a destiny!

They were still chiefly sensible of passions taught

in the market-place; by the multitude; during the

struggle; in which to hope is to contend;—strife,

blood, conquest, glory and personal prominence. .
(pp. 179-180)
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Her [Havana’s] beautiful bay, then as now
lacked but little of the helps of art to render it as
wooing and persuasive as that famous one of the
Italian; and, in the luxuriance of her verdure,
which covered, with a various and delicious
beauty, all her heights; in the intense brilliancy
and clearness of her moonlight, which seemed
rather to hallow and to soften, than to impair the
individuality and distinctness of objects, as beheld
by day; in the exquisite fragrance from her
groves, and the soothing sweetness of the sea-
breeze—which, in that tropical climate, one
regards as the most blessed of all the angels who
take part in the destinies of earth—playing like a
thoughtless and innocent child among forests of
vines and flowers—the fancy became sensible of a
conditioh, in which life can offer nothing more
grateful, or more fresh; and, to be sure of which
always, ambition might well be satisfied to lay
aside his spear and shield forever. (pp. 177-8)
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But, as she recognized the accents of Don Bal-
thazar, she schooled her mood to indifference;
drawing a long deep breath, and looking a mixed
scorn and hatred, which, could her features have
been seen at the moment, would have embodied a
truthful portrait of those of Medea, about to take
her flight for Athens, in her chariot dyed with the
gore of her kindred. Intense and bitter was the
momentary feeling of indignation which darkened
her cheeks with red, only to subside, in the next
instant, into a more than mortal paleness. (p.
118)
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It [the summer-house] held a neatly furnished,
airy apartment, surrounded by a colonnade which
effectually excluded the sunlight from its floors.
It was surrounded by ample thickets, which added
to the shade, and seemed to give security. It was
a sweet solitude, the chosen retreat of contempla-
tion. Here silence had full empire. A happy
succession of small courts and avenues through
the thickets, opening in all directions, gave free
admission to the breeze. These avenues ran
through long tracts of the palm, the orange, the
grenadilla, and the anana. Their several fruits,
more or less ripe, hung lusciously in sight, in close
proximity, and drooping to the hand. On each
side, the passages were cut through seeming walls
of thicket, affording arched walks of the most
noble natural Gothic. These all conducted to the
one centre, in the light and airy octagon cot to
which Olivia had retired. (p. 305)
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He [De Soto] dreamed not of the glorious
territories which they [the vast, turbid and
wondrous streams of the “Father of Waters”]

watered. He saw not, through the boundless
vistas of the future, the numerous tribes who
should dwell upon their prolific borders crowning
them with the noblest evidences of life, and with
the loveliest arts of civilization. The spirit of the
Adelantado was crushed. The fires of ambition
were quenched in his bosom. . .. His heart did not
exactly crave a restoration to his home in Cuba,
but the image of the noble woman, his wife, rose
frequently, reproachful in his sight. He had loved
her, as fervently as he could have loved any
woman; but, in the ambitious soul, love is a very
tributary passion. It craves love, but accords
little in return. Its true passion is glory! (p. 514)
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