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The savage had disappeared from its green for-
ests for ever, and no longer profaned with slaugh-
ter, and his unholy whoop of death, its broad and
beautiful abodes. A newer race had succeeded;

and the wilderness, fulfilling the better destinies
of earth, had begun to blossom like the rose.
Conquest had fenced in its sterile borders with a
wall of fearless men, and peace slept everywhere
in security among its green recesses. Stirring
industry—the perpetual conqueror—made the
woods resound with the echoes of his biting axe
and ringing hammer. Smiling villages rose in
cheerful white, in place of the crumbling and
smoky cabins of the hunter. High and becoming
purposes of social life and thoughtful enterprise
superseded that eating and painful decay, which
has terminated in the annihilation of the red man;
and which, among every people, must always
result from their refusal to exercise, according to
the decree of experience, no less than Providence,
their limbs and sinews in tasks of well-directed
and continual labor. (14
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It was most probably abandoned. . . in compliance
with that feverish restlessness of mood—that
sleepless discontent of temper, which, perhaps,
more than any other quality, is the moral failing
in the character of the Anglo~American.... The
restless energies which distinguish them, are,
perhaps, the contemplated characteristics which
Providence has assigned them, in order that they
may the more effectually and soon, bring into the
use and occupation of a yet mightier people, the

wilderness of that new world in which their for-
tunes have been cast. (19
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Its high wrought and elaborate pictures of strife,
and toil, and bloodshed, grew vividly before the
old man’s eyes; and then, to help the illusion, were
there not the portraits—mark me—the veritable
portraits, engraved on copper, with all their titles,
badges, and insignia, done to the life, of all those
brave, grand, and famous masters of the order, by
whom the deeds were enacted which he read, and
who stared out upon his eyes, at every epoch, in
full confirmation of the veracious narrative? No
wonder that the old man became heedless of
external objects. No wonder he forgot the noise
of the retiring urchins, and the toils of the day, as,
for the twentieth time, he glowed in the brave
recital of the famous siege—the baffled fury of
the Turk—the unshaken constancy and unremit-
ted valor of the few but fearless defenders.
(140-141)
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So rapid had been the stranger’s progress—so
adroitly had he insinuated himself into this Eden
of the wilderness—bringing discontent and suffer-
ing in his train—that the now thoroughly-miser-
able youth began to fancy that nothing could be
save from his influence. In a short time his
garden would all be overrun, and his loveliest
plants would wither. ... He brooded over images
of strife, and dark and savage ideas of power
rioting over its victim, with entirely new feel-
ings. ... Besides, William Hinkley, though meek
and conscientious, had not passed through his
youth, in the beautiful but wild border country in
which he lived, without having been informed, and
somewhat influenced, by those characteristic
ideas of the modes and manner in which personal
wrongs were to be redressed. (237-8)
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The toil and the peril, the pain and the privation,
in a good cause, increase the merit of the perfor-
mance in the eyes of the Lord. What matters the
roads and the bridges, the length of the way, or
the sometimes lack of those comforts of the flesh,
which are craved only at the expense of the spirit,
and to the great delay of our day of conquest. 63)
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The signs were all and everywhere favorable.
Speculation was beginning to chink his money-
bags; three hundred new banks, as many railways,
were about to be established; old things were
about to fleet and disappear; all things were
becoming new; and the serpent entered Char-
lemont, and made his way among the people
thereof, without any signs of combustion, or over-
throw, or earthquake. 05
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Let them but hear the true minstrel—let them but
know that there is a muse, and how soon would
the senseless twitter which they now tolerate be
hushed in undisturbing silence. In the absence of
better birds they bear with what they have. In the
absence of the true muse they build no temple
—they throng not to hear. Nay, even now,
already, they look to the west for the minstrel and
the muse—to these very woods. There is a tacit
and universal feeling in the Atlantic country, that
leads them to look with expectation to the Great
West, for the genius whose song is to give us
fame. (179)
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We passed through several little townships and
country seats, of little note, and not calculated to
interest you. Innumerable little villages are spring-
ing up in every quarter, averaging in population
about three hundred, and stagnating at that. The
great rage at this time in Mississippi, is the
possession of the new Indian purchase, the
Choctaw lands. Many of the Choctaws have

already gone to the Arkansas, and more are upon
the go. I cannot but think the possession of so
much territory, greatly inimical to the well being
of this country. It not only conflicts with, and
prevents the formation of society, but it destroys
that which is already well established. It makes
our borderers mere Ishmaelites, and keeps our
frontiers perpetually so. Scarcely have they
squatted down in one place, and built up their
little “improvements,” than they hear of a new
purchase, where corn grows without planting, and
cotton comes up five bales to the acre, ready
picked and packed—they pull up stakes and boom
off for the new Canaan, until they hear of some
still better, when they commence the same game
—death not unfrequently stopping them on the
road, before they have had time to hew their
burial stone from the quarries which surrounded
them."
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