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Abstract

Sentences produced by a speaker in communicative discourse have an amalgam of different types of elements. Besides

grammatical elements and lexical items, which carry semantic content, there is a set of linguistic forms whose principal

function is to make utterances appropriate to the speech situation. The speech style alternation in Japanese is one of the areas

where this function is ostensively manifested.

This paper examines various samples of naturally occurring discourse, spoken or written in essay-style present-day

Japanese, and points out the discourse functions of different sentence-ending forms and the way they are sometimes

intermingled in one stretch of discourse. The phenomenon of speech style alternation in Japanese is discussed here as the

interface between the speaker’s communicative intention and his/her choice of sentence-ending forms.
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