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[Abstract]

The education system of Singapore is characterized by “streaming”. In this paper, the number of students separated into
each stream is reported. In Singapore, prior to starting Primary 5, children are divided into either Standard or Foundation
Courses in the following subjects: Mother Tongue, English and Mathematics. At the end of primary education, all pupils are
subject to the Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE). Then they are streamed into the following courses of secondary
education according to the PSLE results: 30,878 students in the 4-year Express Course; 12,811 in the 5-year Normal
(Academic) Course; 6,530 in the 4-year Normal (Technical) Course (2008). After secondary schools, they are further
streamed into Junior Colleges (30.5%), Polytechnics (41.6%) and Institutes of Technical Education (ITE) (22.2%). This
means that there is fierce competition among Singaporean students. However, in Singapore there are none of the problems such
as ‘bullying’, ‘truancy or ‘school violence that occur in Japan. Furthermore, it was reported that the aspirations of ITE
students - the Tlosers in the competition - have rapidly increased after enrollment in the school. This seems to be closely
connected with the fact that a variety of curricula are offered to meet the learner s ability, which is highly suggestive in

reviewing the Japanese education system firmly and entirely based on the principle of equality.
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