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Abstract

Young Children interactions include “strong and close body contacts” with another person, such as hitting, pulling,

and pushing. This study examined the extent to which the three characteristics—aggression, playfulness, and

intentionality—were associated with the “meaning of strong and close body contacts” and whether they changed over

time. On this basis, it aimed to show the roles and developmental trends of strong and close body contacts. The

kindergarten three-year duration was divided into nine periods, and a four-quadrant matrix scatter plot was created for

each period for analysis. The results suggested that the first to second period of three-year-olds was an “alternative

period for words that cannot be expressed,” in which strong and close body contacts s were accompanied by a high

level of aggression. The third period of three-year-olds to the first period of five-year-olds was a “period of self-

expression with playfulness,” such as playing in jest. The second to third period of five-year-olds was a “period of

mutual negotiation with intentionality and playfulness,” in which strong and close body contacts s were made with a

combination of the three characteristics to interact with others.
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