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The importance of the discussion in Social
studies

1. Introduction

This article explains the importance of
discussion learning in the social studies.
Additionally class method is expressed, too.

Social studies is the subject for students to
recognize society. The goal is to learn
democracy in the modern world and to act
democratically *!. Will teachers be able to tell
students drive in the democracy society?

The most effective method is “a discussion”.
When there is no discussion in the social studies
class, students think that social study is a
subject in which a discussion is not necessary.
They will think that it is a subject which must
not be discussed. The students who experience
such a class can’t learn democracy. A discussion
is the means to find good solutions for many
people. We have the democratic method of “the
discussion”. However, many teachers are afraid
that students will argue. Those three points as
follows.

(D Students, can’t express their opinion.

@ The class won’t be open to discussion.

® Students think social studies has only one
answer. Therefore, a discussion is unnecessary.

The begin with (@ is because the teacher
doesn’t guide a discussion. A student’s ability in
the speech isn’t developed automatically. A teacher
must prepare learning activities for that
intentionally.
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The second problem is a consequence of @.
When there is no intentional preparation,
students can’t put their opinion together well.
Thirdly is dangerous for the social studies
teachers. We have many problems with no
answer in the modern society. A problem is
considered to have only one answer. Therefore,
isn’t realistic. If a teacher believes in one simple
answer, the class lose the reality. Therefore,
students say that social studies isn’t useful. And,
most of them forget the learned contents.

I gave advice for the social studies learning
which students discuss.

2. Social studies is the subject which helps
students notice various relations in the
soclety.

Social studies is the subject for learning the
structure of human society. The present day is a
democracy society. Therefore, the students learn
a democratic structure. At the same time, the
students think about what they should do so
that they may improve society more. Students do
those two works.

When we notice various social structures, an
effective question for that is the question of

“What kind of relations are there?” For
example, what kind of relations between a
firehouse and a municipal office? What kind of
relations between this matter and this person?
What kind of relations are this country and that
country? These questions are the question which
a connection is thought about. The class when
there is no question to ask about the connection
is the class which an answer was decided as. In
that case, students don’t need to show a friend
their opinion. Students only look for a correct
answer in the textbook. It is reverse to this class
in case of the class which a connection is
thought about. Teachers can’t say “one correct
answer ” . Therefore, students can do some
explanations. Students must argue to put an
answer together in one because there is more
than one answer. Students think about some
hypotheses in the class. Then, they argues.

Next, an effective question is the question of

“Should we do something ?” Students begin to
think about the behavior to improve modern
society to each other by this question. People’s

thought varies according to position in the actual
society. Students controvert various opinions
from the “different positions”. If students can't
think about more than one opinion. It’s because
they don’t notice that society varies. Therfore,
teachers must prepare the class such that
students notice society has various opinions
(positions) for students to consider.

Some different opinions are necessary so that
students may learn to argue. Therefore, teachers
should controvert “a different opinion”. To
paraphrase, a teacher takes care of a minority
opinion for the goal of the discussion. Many
students are poor at the logical explanation.
Courage is especially necessary for him in the
case of a minority opinion. Therefore, a skill
which supports that student is necessary for the
teacher. An effective method is how to say an
opinion to turn in to the pair or the inside of
the group. And, either of the pairs or one
student in the group announces the opinion to
the students of the class. One more student adds
a supporting opinion. Such a class method
is effective. The presentation of the group
representative is effective, too. An important
point is that students decide the person who
supports a presenter by themselves in these
activities. After students experience such
learning activities many times, they come to
act independently.

Teachers don’t say whether it is all right for
the students’ opinion or it is bad in such a class.
Students talk about the opinion which is good,
or the opinion which isn’t good to each other. A
student’s own judgment arises as the result. If,
the teachers judge it, the student who has a
different opinion from the teacher’s, can’t say his
opinion. If the teacher wants students to argue,
the teacher should ask students “What do you
think of a friend’s opinion?” That word of the
teacher’s promotes a student’s independent talk.
Moreover, teachers ignore a minority opinion,
and they must not deny it. An attitude
concerning such self-control of the teacher’s
makes student’s talk activately.

But, that teacher may make remarks as
follows, when students don’t show a reason.
“Say your opinion again.” and “Explain some
reasons.” This remark of the teacher’s makes the
importance of the logic noticeable to students.
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Students come to use appropriate information for
the good explanation as a result. For example
maps, statistics and data such as textbooks. Field
work by the students themselves is effective, too.
Not only a textbook but also a newspaper
account and some books are available as the
materials, too. Teachers shouldn’t give materials
to the student directly. Teachers should hide
information in a place where students will notice
it. Or, put it up on the corridor and so on. It is
important for the students to discover materials
personally. And, it i1s important to reinforce
opinions by using it, too. Students begin to
think about coursework as their own problem as
that result. Then, students used it and talk. This
1s a social figure that is democratic. We must
not forget that social studies is the subject to
raise a democratic attitude.

3. The learning activities to cooperate

A pair or 3-4 group activities are the bases for
students to make cooperative relations. Our
society is not the society of only one person.
More than one citizen influences each other in
the society. As for the learning activities of
social studies, at least two human beings must
cooperate from this point of view. Therefore,
“the catch game”, which students exchange each
other’s opinion, is the fundamental way of
learning. The rules are as follows.

Only the person who has a ball or a baton can
talk. If that student finishes a story, a ball is
delivered to a friend for the next turn. @The
next student to which a ball was given as
expresses an opinion. Like this, “the catch game
of the opinion” is the method as which students
Students do such
fundamental activities in the social studies. The

say an opinion in turn.

class model that students are active to such
learning is introduced *?.

Model 1 : “Those two different points of view”

In this model, the class is shown that by using
different information, a different impression is
formed (even if the object is the same). Students
notice that a difference is formed in the
social point of view by the difference in the
information. This makes students notice that
there is a difference in the point of view in the

multiple cultural symbiotic society.

@ A teacher prepares two kinds of photographs
about the same area and the person. For
example, one photograph of Kyoto where the
person in kimono is reflected on. One more sheet,
a photograph of Kyoto where the person in
fashionable clothes recently is reflected.

@ A teacher makes students pair. A teacher
gives one person in each pair either one sheet of
photograph. Students don’t see the photograph
which the partner of the pair has. A student
writes the explanation of the city as a source of
information [ only the photograph which one
has ].

® Students exchange the explanation they
have finished writing. [ the explanation of
which town ].

@ A teacher informs that the two cities are
the same to the students. The students of the
pair cooperate, and the teacher indicates that an
explanation should be written again.

® Students exchange the new explanation
that was completed for other pairs. (the groups
of four people one set)

Students may transmit it orally.

® The students write a comment eachothers.
Or, an impression is expressed in turn.

@ Students discuss what kind of relations two
sheets of photographs are in the group.

Model 2 : “Various interpretation”

Students notice that history is interpreted
variously by this class.

@ A teacher prepares a picture in which the
life of one age is understood.

@ Students choose some people who had
interest in the picture, and scenes. Students
mark that place respectively.

@ Students think about the next in the pair
or the group. It is chosen in search of the scene
it doesn’t think to find it in other pairs and the
group.

@ Students write “a general explanation” and

“a rare explanation” about the chosen scene,
and the person.

® Students announce each person’s explanation
(= interpretation).

® Students give questions and answers
to each other about the reliability of the
explanation.
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@ Students make a plan to check that
reliability about each person’s explanation.
Students report a result of investigation to the
friends. Specially, students made clear relations
between the explanation of the group and their
explanation.

Students use what kind of “ability”, or he
shows more than one opinion by these activities.
Students write an opinion in the summary
blackboard in the group. It is written in order of
importance.

@ Students refer to the opinion of the groups
such as reading [ the opinion of the classmate
written on the blackboard ]. After that, they
discuss what kind of ability grew due to these
learning activities.

Students are concerned by teachers’ adopting
such activities for the class of the social studies
intentionally. Ability for the discussion grows as
that result. Furthermore, after these two
learning functions, a teacher indicates that it
talks about “the ability that it didn’t grow” to
the students. A teacher and students think about
the next learning activities to extend that

“ability” as a result.

4. The importance of the discussion in the
social studies

In this article. I mentioned that it was social
studies teacher’s work to raise the ability that
students were concerned. Teachers adopt this
point of view as the learning activities
intentionally. And, we can develop “the learning
activities” of the common social studies in Asia.
The method which solves a difference in the
governmental perspective of history is probably
only the method which citizens builds up their
talk many times in Asia. The fundamental way
of finding the aim of the solution is discussions.
There is danger in such learning activities with
doing so. For example, it sometimes becomes the
result that human rights are oppressed by the
democratic process. And, it has the danger to
acknowledge the result of the solution by the
military force *®. Social studies teachers must
provide sufficient information about the
happening in which human rights are restricted,
and the war made for the students to prevent

that danger. We should develop subjects and
learning programs in cooperation so that the
social studies of the Asian region may develop.
That program will be the joint program which
learns repression of human rights due to colony
politics, damage from nuclear weapons, and so
on.

A complement about the history education in
Japan

History is included in the social studies of the
elementary school and the junior high school in
Japan. But, history is independent in the high
school ** . History learning of the high school
branches off from “the Japanese history” and
“the world history”. But, the purpose of history
learning is common to the social studies.
That is to bring up students as “a democratic
international society and peaceful citizen”. The
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology thinks that it is to raise the
many-sided thinking power which more than one
materials were used for as a subject of history
learning at the high school. Workshops and
learning by experience are encouraged as a
method to enhance that ability. And, there is
indication that learning of modern history and
contemporary history is insufficient *®.

% 1 When basic information about the Japanese
social studies education is known, it 1s the
guidebook which the next book is suitable for.
Japan Social Studies Research association, (2001),

‘Social studies pedagogy research handbook’,
Meiji Toshiyo
And, History learning is democratic learning,
too. Norio IKENO clears this by his thesis.
N.IKENO, (2006), The Principles of Teaching
History as Social Studies Education for Civil
Society, © JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH on SOCIAL STUDIES’ Vol.64
% 2 The following books is helpful. T.Tsuchiya,
“The relations” between National history
education and World history education, ‘The
perspective  of  history for the global
understanding on the 2lst century’, Akashi

Syoten, 2004, pp.232-239

T.Tsuchiya, History education at the teacher’s
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training university. For the east Asian history
education, ¢ The History education to cross
the border’
publishing meeting, 2004 and pp.73-96

, education historical materials

* 3  Hitler’s Nazi Germany was based on
the legislation measure in the assembly
historically, and it proceeded with the Judea
isolation policy. The Japanese Government got
the approval of the assembly, too, and did
aggression policies. As for the present day as
well, there is an example such as American
Iraqi war by the approval of the assembly.

* 4 A present Japanese course of study is
revised in 1998, and it has been carried out
from 2002. The total school hours of the year
were reduced for seventy hours by this
revision. At present, the school hours of the
social studies in the junior high school are 105
hours in the year. But, the 3rd grade is 85
hours. The number in a year is 980 hours at
the time of all the classes. Government thinks
Social studies to be the subject to bring up
“the formation person of the peaceful state
and society” democratically. That is specified
consistently in the course of study. As for the
history learning enforced by Social studies.
Saeki Mahito who is the main person of the
revised working team, wrote a suitable
guidebook. M.Saeki ‘Improvement of a class of
junior high school social studies history
learning to be made to see the entering power,
Meiji Tosho, 1995. Tsuchiya joined this revised
working team, too.

There is also lkeno Norio’s work as a
treatise about history learning being civic
education. N.Ikeno ‘The Principles of Teaching
History as social Studies Education for
Civil Society’. JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH ON SOCIAL STUDIES. Volé4.
2006. pp.51-60

* 5 National education policy laboratory,(2006),

‘The inquiry of investigation of the high
school course of study execution conditions’
(geography, history), Jikiyou publishing company,
pp.322-324
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