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Necessity of Phonics Instruction in "English Activities"
at Elementary Schools

— Seeking cooperation between elementary and middle schools —

Tadashi NORO (Department of Foreign Language Education)

Although it is often pointed out that many Japanese learners of English at middle schools have trouble reading
English letters aloud properly, the primary causes of their difficulties remain unclear to many Japanese teachers of
English. On the other hand, in English Activities at elementary schools, there is currently discussion concerning
the necessity for instruction in reading and writing English letters. This study discusses the characteristics of
English orthography and the difficulty of learning opaque grapheme-phoneme correspondence rules in comparison
with learning to read Japanese Kana and Kanji. The present study proposes that a 4-year step by step reading-
letters instruction program based on systematic phonics should be introduced in English Activities not only to
comply with children's mental development and their interest in letters but also to decrease the number of students

with difficulties in reading English letters aloud at middle schools.
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