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Hobomok 1824
William Cullen Bryant

(1794-1836)

I have on the whole made up my mind not to come home this
week—the weather has been so bad that | have seen little of the
city as yet—and as there is no knowing when | shall be here again,
I think | had better take time to look about me before | leave the
place.—Miss [Catharine] Sedgwick has undertaken the charge of
getting a bonnet for you, but as the weather has been rainy for two
or three days past she has not been out, and | do not intend to come
away till the bonnet is bought.

I dined yeste[rda]y at Mr. Robert Sedgwick’s in a company of
authors. Mr. [James Fenimore] Cooper the novelist—Mr. [Fitz-
Greene] Halleck, author of Fanny—Mr. [Robert Charles] Sands
author of Yamoyden—Mr. Johnson the Reporter—& some other
literary gentlemen—Mr. Cooper engaged the whole conversation to
himself—he seems a little giddy with [the] great success his works

have met with. (Letters 154)
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1827 Hope Leslie
Hobomok
Hobomok

My people have been spoiled—we cannot take as a gift that
which is our own—the law of vengeance is written on our
hearts—you say you have a written rule of forgiveness—it may be
better—if ye would be guided by it—it is not for us—the Indian and
the white man can no more mingle, and become one, than day and
night. . . . [Your sister] hath been married according to our simple
modes, and persuaded by a Romish father, as she came from

Christian blood, to observe the rites of their law. When she flies
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from you, as she will, mourn not over her, Hope Leslie—the wild
flower would perish in your gardens—the forest is like a native
home to her—and she will sing as gaily again as the bird that hath

found its mate. (330-32)

A Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison

Eunice Williams 1696-1786

10

Hobomok Hope Leslie The Wept of the
Wish-Ton-Wish (1829)
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The leaf of the hemlock is like the leaf of the sumach; the ash, the
chestnut; the chestnut, the linden; and the linden, the broad-leaved
tree which bears the red fruit in the clearing of the Yengeese; but
the tree of the red fruit is little like the hemlock! Conanchet is a
tall and straight hemlock, and the father of Narra-mattah is a tree
of the clearing that bears the red fruit. The Great Spirit was

angry when they grew together. (549)

Metamora
John Augustus Stone

(1800-1834)

25 Metamora

(Metamora and Other
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My curses on you, white men! May the Great Spirit curse you
when he speaks in his war voice from the clouds! Murderers!
The last of the Wampanoags’' curse be on you! May your graves
and the graves of your children be in the path the red man shall
trace! And may the wolf and panther howl o'er your fleshless
bones, fit banquet for the destroyers! Spirits of the grave, | come!
But the curse of Metamora stays with the white man! | die! My
wife! My queen! My Nahmeokee! [Falls and dies; a tableau is

formed. Drums and trumpet sound a retreat till curtain. Slow

curtain] (40)

Jill
Lepore 1829 12 15

(225)

Metamora Yamoyden

Robert
Montgomery Bird 1835 Metamora
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Nick of the Woods (1837)

Metamora
Metamora
Yamoyden
Margaret Fuller
(6)
2009 10 18 61
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1 Edinburgh Review, 33 (Jan. 1820), 79.

2 “Hawthorne and His Mosses” “And the day will come, when
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you shall say who reads a book by an Englishman that is a modern?”

(1161)

“The Church in the Wilderness” “Willie Wharton”
Ponteach

Philip

Metamora

Walter J. Meserve, Heralds of Promise: The Drama
of the American People during the Age of Jackson, 1829-1849 (New
York: Greenwood, 1986), 43-69

Metamora
Oceana County Nameoki
Callary 243; 225  Vogel 77
“The Ages” 1821
Phi Beta Kappa

Look now abroad—another race has filled
These populous borders—wide the wood recedes,

And towns shoot up, and fertile realms are tilled;

Here the free spirit of mankind, at length,
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Throws its last fetters off; and who shall place
A limit to the giant's unchained strength,
Or curb his swiftness in the forward race!

(Poetical Works, stanzas 32- 33)

It was Sedgwick whom Child most prized. The older writer had
thrilled Child by sending her an endorsed copy of Hope Leslie
(1827)—a gesture that implicitly acknowledged Child's Hobomok
as an inspiration—and Child had praised it extravagantly without
being able to say “Aalfof what | felt.” Sedgwick offered Child the
role model she had long yearned for. (Reader11-12).

Muller 88-90

Yamoyden “much to [the poet’s]
credit, the bounds of probability do not appear to have been
materially violated by [the imagination of the poet], and the
representations of the Indian character and manners, are
authenticated by the numerous notes subjoined to every canto” (Port
Folio 465) “But we are too much pleased with the poem as a
whole—too deeply interested in many of its select and exquisite
beauties, to dwell, for a moment, on any thing connected with it, that
might be considered as a defect” (7/e Investigator 409)

Yamoyden —
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