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the theory that in child development there is a period during which lan-
guage can be acquired more easily than at any other time. According to
the biologist Lenneberg, the critical period lasts until puberty (around age
12 or 13 years), and is due to biological development, Lenneberg suggest-
ed that language learning may be more difficult after puberty because the
brain lacks the ability for adaptation, This, he believed, was because the
language functions of the brain have already been established in a particu-
lar part of the brain. (Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching &
Applied Linguistics)
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