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Demythicizing the American Myth :

Ambivalence in The Yemassee
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...... I am not willing to agree with you that our desire to procure their
land is at all inconsistent with the prayer. Until they shall adopt our
pursuits, or we theirs, we can never form the one community for
which your prayer is sent up; and so long as the hunting lands are
abundant, the seductions of that mode of life will always baffle the

approach of civilization among the Indians. . .. (p.152)
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“Coosaw. .. .thou art the last chief of thy people. The cunning serpent
will die by Coosah-moray-te, like the rest....The Coosah-moray-te
will strike. Chinnabee is the last chief of the Coosaw-his people have
gone-they wait for him with the cry of a bird. Let the pale-face
strike. Ah! ha!” (pp. 381-382)

FABN) Y OESEHHFEORET T AXDORBERIBL TNDSD)
R EET LR, BECA 2V —RENFRLAZBESHADTH L L) K
AEEWLTH, MAHEFZIIN) Y U HWREOEANL L LTI FEITTFHZE
SULDGR VI ERZEETHLEND L, MA T, o ERT 5XHML
A E V) ZEIR—E, v F oy 7 AT A L) 19RO 1 7
A7 VEESERB LWL R v 2 THY S FICERMNTH
Do COVHITHIET BWEHA 2w — R OO LB LT AT
THhHh, HIbHbHOMBEOHPTRERE LIREBICH S, HIZHHE DOME
WKHEEX O L DR, N Y P ICRAPSEBIRLERL L, HENLTHAY
Ca— - FLAV Y Thb, SCONPE L LAANFEDLH)ITHEL TV



PEGHTDHBZOERTEETHS ),
Wi 2R HR T AR BREEOHFAEZ VOB ET LB
TH), BHMICHLEZHRET L RCOH ) OEFEREL T 5,

Even here in these woods, with a poor neighbourhood, and sur-
rounded by those who are unhonoured and unknown in society,
they—the slaves that they are!—they seek for artificial forms, and bind
themselves with constraints that can only have a sanction in the de-
gradation of the many. They yield the noble and true attributes of a
generous nature, and make themselves subservient to a name and a
mark—thus it is that fathers enslave their children....Life itself is
discontent—hope, which is one of our chief sources of enjoyment, is
discontent, since it seeks that which it has not. Content is a sluggard

and should be a slave.... (p.244)
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We differ, Mr. Matthews, about the propriety of the measure, for it
is utterly impossible that the whites and Indians should ever live
together and agree. The nature of things is against it, and the very

difference between the two, that of colour, perceptible to our most



ready sentinel, the sight, must always constitute them an inferior
caste in our minds. Apart from this, an obvious superiority in arts
and education must soon force upon them the consciousness of their
inferiority. When this relationship is considered, in connexion with
the uncertainty of their resourceés and means of life, it will be seen
that, after a while, they must not only be inferior, but they must be-
come dependant. When this happens, and it will happen with the
diminution of their hunting lands, circumscribed, daily, more and
more, as they are by our approaches, they must become degraded,
and sink into slavery and destitution...;and to my mind, the best
thing we can do for them is to send them as far as possible from com-

munion with our people. (pp. 302-303)
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In addition to Simms’s Indian chapters, which make up twenty of the
book’s fifty-two chapters, there are pages upon pages of predictable
rescues, walking stereotypes, forced humor, insufferable courtships,
and adventure episodes that in no way further the confrontation of the

12
two cultures.
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HE fought his nation’s foe, ’till Night
Had cast her mantle round;

Nor in the dark, unequal fight,

Where freemen battled for their right,
Gave undisquted ground:—

His followers died before his face—

He stood-the last of all his race!

And will he tamely fall or fly,
Survivor, last of all his land;—

Recreant, that did not dare to die,

When Country, Vengeance, Liberty,
Alike his death demand—

Or, will he from the mountain spring ?—

They may not tame the Eagle’s wing!14
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He [Sanutee] was wise enough to see, that, in every case of a leading
difference betwixt classes of men, either in colour or organization,
such difference must only and necessarily eventuate in the formation
of castes; and the one conscious of any inferiority, whether of capacity
or of attraction, so long as they remain in propinquity with the other,

will tacitly become subjects if not bondmen. (p.39)
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It is in the nature of civilization to own an appetite for dominion and
extended sway, which the world that is known will always fail to
satisfy. It is for her, then, to seek and to create, and not with the
Macedonian madman, to weep for the triumph of the unknown. Con-
quest and sway are the great leading principles of her existence, and
the savage must join in her train, or she rides over him relentlessly in
her onward progress. Though slow, perhaps, in her approaches,
Sanutee was sage enough at length to perceive all this, as the

inevitable result of her progressive march. (p.92)
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The elements of all uncultivated people are the same. The early
Greeks, in their stern endurance of torment, in their sports and
exercises, were exceedingly like the North American savages. The
Lacedaemonians went to battle with songs and dances; a similar prac-
tice obtained among the Jews; and one particularly, alike of the Danes
and Saxons, was to usher in the combat with wild and discordant

anthems. (p.278)
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The fancy may play capriciously only with the unknown. Where his-
tory dare not go, it is then for poetry, borrowing a wild gleam from
the blear eye of tradition, to couple with her own the wings of imagi-
nation, and overleap the boundaries of the defined and certain. We
have done this in our written pages. We may do this no longer. The

old chronicle is before us, and the sedate muse of history, from her



graven tablets, dictates for the future. We write at her bidding now.
(p.404)
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