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It is unutterable, the horror and disgust with which I listened, and
saw, that, if these things were to be believed. the individual soul was
virtually annihilated, and all that is sweet and pure, in our present life,
debased, and that the idea of man's eternal responsibility was made
ridiculous, and immortality rendered, at once, impossible, and not

worth acceptance. (198)
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While inclining us to the soft affections of the Golden Age, it seemed to
authorize any individual, of either sex, to fall in love with any other,
regardless of what would elsewhere be judged suitable and prudent.
Accordingly, the tender passion was very rife among us, in various de-
grees of mildness or virulence, but mostly passing away with the state

of things that had given it origin. (72)
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Will not Nature shed a tear? Ah, no! She adopts the calamity at once
into her system, and is just as well pleased, for aught we can see, with
the tuft of ranker vegetation that grew out of Zenobia's heart, as with
all the beauty which has bequeathed us no earthly representative, ex-

cept in this crop of weeds. (244)
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Girls are incomparably wilder and more effervescent than boys,
more untameable, and regardless of rule and limit, with an ever-
shifting variety, breaking continually into new modes of fun, yet with a
harmonious propriety through all. Their steps, their voices, appear free

as the wind, but keep consonance with a strain of music, inaudible to

us. (73)
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Time, it is true, would steal away her grief, and bury it, and the best
of her heart in the same grave. But Destiny itself, methought, in its
kindliest mood, could do no better for Zenobia, in the way of quick re-
lief, than to cause the impending rock to impend a little further, and

fall upon her head. (223)
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