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To impose another language on such a people is to send their history
adrift among the accidents of translation--'tis to tear their identity
from all places—-'tis to substitute arbitrary signs for picturesque and
suggestive names--'tis to cut off the entail of feeling, and separate the
people from their forefathers by deep gulf--'"tis to corrupt their very

. . . (4
organs, and abridge their power of expression. "
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But. even should the effort to save it as the national language fail, by
the attempt we will rescue its old literature, and hand down to our de-
scendants proofs that we had a language as fit for love, and war, and
business, and pleasure, as the world ever knew, and that we had not

the spirit and nationality to preserve it 1
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Ever since the days of Spenser and Stanyhurst, Anglo-Saxon theorists
had presented the English as a cold, refined, and urbane race, so it

suited them to see the Irsih as hot-heated, rude, and garrulous ---
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But the fact is that the English came to Ireland at the repeated re-



quests of a native king, without, needless to say, any great desire on
their part, and without the consent of their own king.... In addition,
there is the fact that parliamentary union was not legislated at West-
minster but at Dublin, by a parliament elected by the vote of the peo-
ple of Ireland. ...

(CW.162)
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Our civilization is a vast fabric, in which the most diverse elements
are mingled. ... In such a fabric, it is useless to look for a thread that

may have remained pure and virgin without having undergone the in-



fluence of a neighbouring thread. What race, or what language (if we
except the few whom a playful will seems to have reserved in ice, like
the people of Iceland ) can boast of being pure today ? And no race
has less right to utter such a boast than the race now living in Ire-
land. Nationality...must find its reason for being rooted in something
that surpasses and transcends and informs changing things like blood

and the human word. (CW.165-7)
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Poetry. ... is often found at war with its age, so it makes no account
of history, which is fabled by the daughters of memory.... No doubt
they are only men of letters who insist on the succession of the ages,
and history or the denial of reality, for they are two names for one
thing, may be said to be that which deceives the whole world.

(CW.81)
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Beauty, the splendour of truth, is a gracious presence when the im-
agination contemplates intensely the truth of its own being or the visi-
ble world, and the spirit which proceeds out of truth and beauty is the
holy spirit of joy. These are realities and these alone give and sustain
life.... In those vast courses which enfold us and in that great mem-
ory which is greater and more generous than our memory, no life, no

moment of exaltation is ever lost. (CW.83)
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