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Abstract

From November 2012 to February 2014, we implemented “Ibaraki Basketball School” (hereinafter
referred to as IBS), an entirely new type of project for seventh grade students. In 2013, we conducted
investigative interviews with four high school coaches who played pivotal roles in IBS. The interviews
revealed that their experience at IBS made them review their past coaching methods and reconsider their
coaching philosophies (Kato and Shimbo 2014).

In this study, we conducted a questionnaire survey of 112 individuals who participated in IBS for two
years (mailing method, the response rate was 60.7%), in order to confirm quantitative value of the above
mentioned study.

The survey shows there are many coaches who think developing situational judgment ability is
important but are not confident enough in developing such ability. It has also become clear that there is a
marginal difference in their level of confidence to develop situational judgment ability between coaches
who led their teams to the top four in the prefecture and who have not, as well as between coaches who
themselves played for the prefectural top four teams and who did not. It also shows that coaches did not
think they developed players’ situational judgment ability at IBS even though they knew that was the aim
of the school. On the other hand, they think new drills, such as “put-hand-together” game, are effective for
developing situational judgment ability and they want to introduce these drills to their team practices. By
analyzing the structure of items which are related to “how to contribute to cooperative play with
teammates” and effects of the curriculum of IBS, three factors were extracted. It is suggested that asking
questions which are related to cooperative play with teammates during “put-hand-together” game leads to
developing situational judgment ability. This is also ensured by some of the comments to questionnaires
regarding changes before and after IBS; e.g. “Guidance to improve the awareness of the cooperative play
with teammates is important” and “Started to use simple and polite words more” and some other free-form

comments made.
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