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A Study on Effects of Family Goal Structure on Friendship, Learning
Strategies and Learning Competence in Junior High School Students

KAZUO OGATA
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of family goal structure on friendship, learning
strategies and learning competence in junior high school students. 206 university students (mean age 18.19
years) completed guestionnaires designed to investigate the relation between family goal structure, friendship,
learning strategies and learning competence in their own junior high school course. Cluster analysis was
carried out and following result was indicated. When a family’s goal structure led to a child’s learning method
and a child’s relationships with friends were good, a child took the deep learning strategies. However, when a
family’s goal structure was directly linked with a child's achievement, there was a tendency for the negative
learning strategies to be formed. Next, path analysis was carried out and following result was indicated.
When parents had the concern about a child’s learning method, a child’s effective deep learning strategies and
positive learning strategies increased. The concern about the learning method of parents’ child made the child’s
friend increase, and it made positive learning competence increase. And the communication with parents and a
teacher made a child’s effective deep learning strategies and positive learning competence. On the other hand,
when parents emphasized a child’'s achievement superfluously, a child’'s deep learning strategies and positive

learning competence decreased and the self-handicap learning strategies increased.
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