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Evolution of Competence as a Social Studies Teacher by Cooperative
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Learning in Teacher Education: Basic Training for Graduate Student to

Acquire Competence in Teaching Lessons of Local Area Learning
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to elucidate how graduate students of Aichi University of Education
have managed to evolve the ability and skills for social studies education. Recent studies in Japan have
demonstrated that the trouble in teaching social studies for many primary school teachers resulted from the
lack of competence in developing teaching material of local area learning by themselves. To solve this problem
in teacher education, we tried to develop a social supplementary reader by both graduate students of Kagawa
University and of Aichi University of Education. They worked together on the new reader to teach the
upper grades school children and junior high school students food in society from the points of view of food
system. The idea of making a social studies supplementary reader by graduate students in teacher education
is a convenient means of training and acquiring competence in developing teaching material of local area
learning by themselves. The experience of cooperative development of the reader brought them to advance in
professional knowledge and skills for social studies, communication skills, and negotiating skills with regional

authority, companies, and people to collect the data for the reader.
Keywords

teacher competence for social studies, competence in developing teaching material for local area learning,

supplementary reader for social studies, teacher education



