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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to design an introductory course for JSL teacher development. The course
plans to provide a basic knowledge about education for JSL children at school in Japan. It pays special
attention to creating a class based on “JSL Curriculum” developed by the MEXT (Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology). This study first overviews the educational background and
characteristics of the JSL curriculum, and then presents the trial syllabus for the course.

The objective of JSL curriculum is to nurture language competency for participating in leaning activities
in schools. It integrates second language education (Japanese language) and subject content education (such as
math, science and so on). It is a new and different type of curriculum which consists of various AUs (Activity
Units). AU is a kind of linguistic tool to provide the teachers ideas how they combine the language skills and
subject education in teaching.

In order to teach JSL children at school, teachers are expected to grasp the difficulties that JSL children
(students) encounter. The central issue here is that even children have the language skill necessary for day
to day living, including conversations with friends and informal interactions. But they do not always have the
language skill necessary to understand and discuss content in the classroom. The former is called BICS (Basic
Interpersonal Communication Skills), and the latter, CALP (Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency). JSL
curriculum has been developed to solve this problem. It has dual focus on subject content (mathematics) and
language (Japanese) education.

In order to practice JSL curriculum, teachers need to understand the basic ideas and characteristics of
it. They also need to learn how to create classes and how to practice teaching. The author devised the trial
course syllabus for undergraduate students including novice JSL teacher (pre- and in- service) trainees to build
the basic knowledge essential for the practice.

The trial syllabus consists of four basic parts. The first part introduces educational background of JSL
curriculum development by MEXT. It reviews the methods of JSL supplemental teaching such as “Toridashi”,
“Hairikomi”, and “Tukyu”. The main agendum is to discuss merits and demerits of teaching Japanese language
and subjects separately. The second part focuses on the comprehension of JSL curriculum, fundamental
ideas, underlying principles, and AU (Activity Unit). It also pays attention to the significance and necessity of
integrating language skills and subject education. The third part explores how to practice JSL curriculum in
school. The design of the class, teaching plans, classroom activities, and evaluation are discussed and created.
The final part assesses JSL curriculum from the theoretical perspective such as cognitive development, first
and second language acquisition, approaches and methods in foreign language teaching. Since this syllabus is

only one of the examples for novice teachers, development of the variation or more advanced one is necessary.

Keywords
Japanese language education, teacher development, JSL curriculum, AU (Activity Unit), CALP



