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Methods and Contents for Learning in the Second Aspects of
Threat to Biodiversity by Using Satoyama as Teaching Materials

Yohsuke KOMINAMI
Facully of Education, Shizuoka University

Summary

This study considers methods and contents for learning mechanisms of the deterioration of biodiversity.
Objectives of inquiry activity to learn biodiversity were focused on the second aspects of threat to biodiversity.
The second aspects of threat to biodiversity are effects of recent underuse by human on secondary vegetation
that have been used in long-term human activity. Size distribution of major five species of tree could be
analyzed from a simple data set by easy methods of tree census in a secondary forest. The size distribution
of tree species showed decrease of population of dominant species in secondary vegetation and positive
population growth of species of potential natural vegetation. The analyses also found the invention of tree
species that have been planted by human in the surrounding area. The methods of analyses of size distribution
seem to be feasible in learning of the second aspects of threat to biodiversity. In the process of the learning,

it is necessary to consider not only quantitative data but also qualitative observation. This study presents a
model case for such learning process.
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