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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the problems of moral education dealing with “a feeling of awe”
in Japan. The present Ministry’s curriculum guideline shows that “a feeling of awe” has an important place as
the precondition to overcome the moral conflict or to acquire the moral nobility in the junior-high school, and
that it has been regarded as the highest morality during the elementary school years. However, in most cases
of Japanese moral education, “a feeling of awe” has not been discussed actively with the philosophical studies
in the western countries. It is therefore often overlooked that the idea is strongly related to inner human fear
caused by the experiences in nature. The paper discussed that school teachers should have the knowledge
of concept based on these western ideas so as to understand the teaching materials deeply and seek the new

approaches toward Japanese moral education.
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