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Abstract

This paper investigated how the international students utilize and benefit from the online
Japanese-language program called “ALC NetAcademy2” in and outside the classroom. The author
practiced the pilot e-Learning class utilizing this course under the management of the instructor. This
course includes a vocabulary and a listening course. This study investigated the students’ learning
histories of the vocabulary course and compared the results with those of the listening course.

The background of the study is the comparative study on online language learning with face-to-face
instruction by Blake (2008; 2009). It shows that the students who took all or part of their classes online
performed better than those in traditional face-to-face learning environments and those in purely online
courses. According to this study, the main factor which affected this result is the amount of time they
worked on their task, which is not directly addressed the issues of online language learning.

The medium stimulates students to spend more time engaged with the second language material,
which ultimately promotes greater learning.

A comparative analysis of the vocabulary course and the listening course revealed that (1) the
students spent more time on vocabulary learning than listening, (2) the lower level students are engaged
in the course longer than the higher level students, and (3) more students work self-directed on the
vocabulary course than listening course. These results indicated that the vocabulary course inspired the
students to spend more time on learning. Since this research is only based on the analysis of the amount
of time the learners engaged in the courses, the quality of the work and task should be taken into

consideration to assess their autonomy. Further research is called for.
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