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A Responsive Reading of Simms’s Border Romances

Masahiro NAKAMURA

(Department of English)
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The hero and the heroine, Ralph and Edith Col-
leton, seldom rise above the cardboard artificial-
ity of the Southern gentleman and gentlewoman
either in their hackneyed speech or in their almost
unbelievably heroic and unselfish actions. . . .
Unfortunately, Simms fails to bring these diverse
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characteristics [Gothic tradition, Simms’s own
experiences in the frontier Southwest] together
into an artistic whole, and Guy Rivers comes
through as a stiff, morose Byronic villain con-
sumed with hate, too one-dimensional to be
credible.®
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It is not merely a description of men and things,
of scenery and actions — not merely a highly-
wrought and exciting narrative of adventures, a
string of graphic conversations — but a personifi-
cation of characters, full of deep knowledge of the
human heart, replete with powerful reasoning,
and above all, with common sense. There is more
acquaintance, displayed in these two volumes,
with secret springs of human action, with the
traits of character that make men heroes or

villains, accordingly as they are moulded into

good or evil by the influence of education, than in

all the novels Cooper ever has written, or will
ever write. A work full of a dark and terrible
interest, it chains down our faculties as we read,;
vet in the most exciting scenes, we pause to
admire the justice of the arguments, the correct-
ness of observation which has given rise to such a

tale . . . this slight narrative presents a thousand
opportunities for the most powerful descriptions.
... It is, however, in depicting character that the

author of Guy Rivers is most happy, and we have

a dozen different personages playing their intri-

cate and deep-laid parts with a propriety, such as

we rarely meet with in fictitious composition. . .
we unhesitatingly assign to Guy Rivers a high
place in the scale of fiction . . . we would set it
above every American novel that has met our eye
... Cooper, great as he is in graphic detail, could
not have written Guy Rivers had he died for it. .

.. Mr. Simms is the only author of our country

who has been truly happy in his females.” (T8
11EEE)
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[Simms’s] chief defect is a too great indulgence in

those metaphysical disquisitions which were so

often misplaced in the mouths of his characters in

Guy Rivers. In the present work these were very
properly put forth as the views of the author
speaking in his own person, but though often
ingenious, and sometimes beautifully written,
they do not seem always to grow out of his
subject, and they are often so unskilfully
introduced as to delay the action of the story, and
consequently impair the interest of its finest
scenes. Mr. Simms has evidently two distinct
complexions to his mind, and we should like to
see him try his hand at a novel of the Godwin and
Brockden Brown school, if it were only to find a

new outlet for those kind of speculations which

appear to us out of place in a pure Romance like
the Yemassee.® (FARELBIZEE)
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I...read Richard Hurdis, but altho’ I am a great
devourer of novels I am too poor a critic to
perceive wherever you have violated or departed
from the essential rules of modern novelists. John
Hurdis is the Hero of your story, for with him
rests the moral. I do not like Richard, whom you
I don’t
think even a novelist should allow any success to

have made as silly as he was surly. . . .

such perverse — coarse — sour tempered & jeal-
ous minded rascals as Richard Hurdis . . . the
story is admirably told & the interest thrilling . .
. But my dear Simms, History & Biography are
your departments.!®
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Literary journals — so called by an excess of
courtesy, — which boast habitually of their exten-
sive circulation and which certainly circulate
several thousand copies, — have had editors . . .
who raked up, periodically, for the Ladies of
America, the most scandalous practices which
occurred in British fashionable society; and who
betrayed an equal ignorance and disregard of all
that was moral or rational within our own bor-
ders. ... Nay, more, slanders of the most shock-
ing character, destructive to foreign femal reputa-
tion, filled with filthy details, were, in this way,
put in circulation, sometimes on the authority of
anonymous individual emigrants; . . . If this were
customary, what shall we say of the eight and ten
thousand subscribers, two-thirds of whom are
women, by whom such journals as I have de-
scribed, are usually taken? . .. The distance from
which the filth is drawn, the fact that the deform-
ity is a foreign one, tends considerably to lessen

its offensiveness. The tale of salacious infamy
which would shock society to the centre if told of
some of its own plain citizens, has a very different
effect when it is recorded of a titled foreigner, or
one of those Dames d’honneur of a foreign court,
upon whom the official term seems to be confer-

red in a sense of the most bitter mockery.'* (T
ERITER)
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UHBERTH D, COANBBLNTILT7HAEL
RE»LEIFRIER 7Ty a5y 7 LT —RR
T4 INBEOREICRSE, 223 [F0BEEH
TIAPE ERTEERERWRY DB BEE] (GR, p.
36) THEALYIRAu T4 )F0—WETHY), BEES
DERBEDEFEGBR)IET N TS, DA —
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It is a stupid book, a very stupid book — a story
of false sentiment, and of mock and artificial
feelings, of which I know, and care to know,
nothing. But it has told me so much that I feel is
true, and that chimes in with my own experience.
Hitherto we have lived with each other, only with
each other. . .. But how long is this to last? that

book — where is it? but no matter — it has taught
me that now, when a few months will carry us
both into the world, it is improper that our rela-
tionship should continue. (GR, p. 43)
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TBBEICBIETNATND V)RR A5
OWMRIZBAT B, RHTCe—7 - 75V AI—EWn
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Bof (€ 2] (GR,p. 131) k) ot
THd, wEn—Ff#LE L CoOMMIZHREETINE
SREBREICH - THADY, FINICHBL, SRFL
Tz =T 4 AR BEHEENTR=— 757 D—
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Shall we call them arts — the processes by which
Edith Colleton had persuaded Lucy Munro to her
purposes? No! it was the sweet nature, the gentle
virtues, the loving tenderness, the warm sympa-
thies, the delicate tact — these, superior to art
and reason, were made evident to the suffering
girl, in the long interview in which they were
together; and her soul melted under their influ-
ence, and the stubborn will was subdued. ... (GR,
p. 486)

MR 2 —FBNE L TIEEHCMPRZ T L2r—32 4
i1, [HEEER, 4 L3 NIFEBr Ebn b K
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