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Mrs Dustan when she escaped killed as many of her Captors as she could,
boys among others, which seemed unfeminine to my brother. It was told
in a very entertaining manner, and the narrative ought not to be lost; in-
deed all that he wrote for the Magazine did him great credit, evincing not
only much miscellaneous information, but a power of adapting himself to
the minds of others whose culture and pursuits were unlike his own.”
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It has often been a matter of regret to me, that [ was shut out from the
most peculiar field of American fiction, by an inability to see any romance,
or grandeur, or beauty in the Indian character, at least, till such traits were
pointed out by others. I do abhor an Indian story. Yet no writer can be more
secure of a permanent place in our literature, than the biographer of the
Indian chiefs.- His subject, as referring to tribes which have mostly vanished
from the earth, gives him a right to be placed on a classic shelf, apart from:
the merits which will sustain him there. (X, 428-9)
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His stalwart figure, clad in a leathern jerkin and breeches of the same, strides
sturdily onward, with such an air of physical force and energy, that we
might almost expect the very trees to stand aside, and give him room to
pass. ( XI , 52-53)
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She had wandered, without rule or guidance, in a moral wilderness; as vast,
as intricate and shadowy, as the untamed forest, amid the gloom of which

they were now holding a colloquy that was to decide their fate. Her intellect
and heart had their home, as it were, in desert places, where she roamed as
freely as the wild Indian in his woods. For years past she had looked from
this estranged point of view at human institutions, and whatever priests or
legislators had established; criticizing all with hardly more reverence than
the Indian would feel for the clerical band, the judicial robe, the pillory, the
gallows, the fireside, or the church. (I, 199)
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