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Abstract: The aim of this article is to examine recent research trends in urban geography in

Japan. For this purpose, papers from five major academic journals on geography were reviewed.

It has been found that the number of articles on urban geography increased consistently in Japan

after World War II, reaching a peak in the 1980s. Although the number decreased somewhat in

the 1990s, it is again increasing in the 21st century. Trends in these articles may be summarized

as follows: 1) a decrease in studies that examine cities as a single point; 2) an increase in stud-

ies that examine cities as an area; 3) an increase in studies that analyze urban functions; 4) a

decrease in studies that use quantitative techniques; 5) an increase in studies that focus on hu-

mans themselves; and 6) an increase in studies that deviate from traditional categories. Another

important point is that there have come to be a greater number of studies that examine some

aspect "in cities" than studies "of cities." A change in the writing style of research reports is also

seen. Human agency continues to be a problem taken up in studies of urban geography. In the

past, few papers quoted from people directly, whereas today this way of writing is not uncom-

mon. In addition, nowadays there are also articles that directly quote individual opinions and

judgments. From the above, recent urban geography may be summarized as having an increas-

ing number of studies that view cities as areas, which serve as the field for examinations of urban

functions, people's lives, or social groups, and that emphasize direct voices and narration. The

influences of humanistic geography can be seen in the background. However, with excessive focus

on urban functions or humans themselves, we run the risk of "not being able to see the forest

for the trees." It should also be pointed out that a writing style which relies too much on direct

quotes or narration risks the identity of urban geography.

Key words: urban geography, studies of cities as a point, studies of cities as an area, urban

function, human agency

Introduction

The purpose of this article is to summarize re-

cent research trends in urban geography in

Japan. The central focus will be on ordering the

research trends in a recent 15-year period,

specifically 1990-2005.' The article is organized

as follows.

To understand the characteristics of recent re-

searches in urban geography, the major flows in

urban geography in Japan since World War II

have been set in order, and research trends in

recent years have been placed among these

trends. To do this we organized articles on urban

research published in five major geography jour-

nals in Japan: Geographical Review of Japan,2

Japanese Journal of Human Geography,3

Quarterly Journal of Geography,4 Annals of

the Japan Association of Economic Geogra-

phers, and Geographical Sciences. These five

journals have been selected because each of

them has a long history, and because they are

judged to carry articles of a high standard, since

they all use a referee system. Additionally, they

have been selected because the research trends

in articles found in these journals are considered

to reflect overall trends. Urban geography is also

positioned among human geography overall. At-

tention was also turned to three comprehensive

series of geographic publications by Asakura

Publishing Co., Ltd. and the position of urban ge-

ography in those issues was investigated.

In this article,urban geography in Japan in the

postwar years is first organized from three per-

spectives: 1) trends in the number of articles on
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urban geography published in these five journals,

2) trends in research seen in Asakura Publish-

ing's series of books, and 3) research trends seen

from the research perspective. Next, researches

on urban geography in the earlier years in Japan

are simply organized, and the difference between

that research and recent research trends is ex-

amined.

Of course, research results other than those

seen in the five journals mentioned above were

also incorporated. In addition, while the statisti-

cal treatment covers through to 2005, articles

and books from 2006 are also discussed. The ar-

ticle will conclude with some thoughts on the

identity and future of urban geography.

General Trends in Urban Geography

Research in Japan

Transitions in number of articles and

research trends seen in Asakura Publishing's

series

First, the currents in urban geography in

Japan are organized. To do this, it is necessary

to define the research reports on urban geogra-

phy. There is, however, the problem as to which

elements should be satisfied for a research re-

port to be considered a report on urban geogra-

phy.

The author classifies geography into the fol-

lowing fields.

･ General geography (history of ge-

ography, methodology of geogra-

phy)

･ Physical geography

Geography ･ Applied geography, geography

education, regional geography

･ Human geography (industrial ge-

ography, agricultural geography,

historical geography, urban geog-

raphy, economic geography, etc.)

The research that is covered in this study is

that which is classified as urban geography in the

field of human geography. The author considers

urban geography to be the academic discipline

for the geographical study of cities. Because of

space limitations, readers are referred to a sep-

arate article for a detailed discussion of this

point (Abe, K. 2003). In Japan, most urban

geography studies examine municipalities that

17

are classified administratively as cities.However,

towns are also occasionally included, and here

we shall take a broad view with cities,towns and

villages taken to be urban areas, and studies that

have included them taken to be studies on urban

geography. Some readers may be uncomfortable

with the idea of including studies that cover vil-

lages, but considering that several central place

studies, which are the major field of urban ge-

ography, include villages, it is reasonable to in-

clude studies that take towns and villages as sub-

jects of analysis in urban geography. What is an

actual problem, it should be pointed out, is that

there are no studies of urban geography that ex-

amine villages other than central place studies,

and there are only a few central place studies

that examine villages.

Another problem arises with classification if

we consider that, while industry, agriculture, his-

tory, government, economics, society and culture

are the phenomena that are studied in most

fields of human geography, in urban geography

in particular, the object of study is spatial ex-

panses. In other words, this is the problem of

whether to also include studies that examined

the industry, agriculture, or history of urban

areas in urban geography. In human geography,

studies that treat industry, agriculture, or cities

of antiquity are counted as industrial, agricul-

tural, and historical geography so that, in a man-

ner of speaking, a tacit understanding that com-

partmentalization has been established is

needed. Therefore, this article does not treat

these studies as urban geography.

In addition, relations with population geogra-

phy, transportation geography, and marketing ge-

ography, fields which are closer to urban geog-

raphy, are delicate ones. However, while there

may also be a problem of data in population ge-

ography, there are a fair number of studies that

take prefectures or similar administrative divi-

sions as units. Studies at the level of prefectures

cannot be considered as urban geography. The

cases of transportation geography and marketing

geography are similar. In any event, since these

three fields are widely acknowledged to be in-

dependent fields of research, even studies at the

municipal level shall not be included in urban

geography.

There is a consistent increase in studies of for-
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eign cities by Japanese researchers. Reports on

studies at the city level are considered to be ar-

ticles on urban geography.

Based on the above, Table 1 arranges articles

on urban geography published in the five jour-

nals mentioned above over the 60 years after

World War II, from 1945 to 2005, in 10- and 5-

year blocks.5 In Table 1, the urban geography ar-

ticles are broadly divided into "studies of cities

as a point" and "studies of cities as an area." This

is because there seems to be general recognition

by researchers that urban geography studies are

broadly divided into those that view cities as a

specific point for analysis and those that view

cities as an area for analysis (Tanabe 1985).

Studies of cities as a point are divided into

those on urban comparison, urban classification,

and urban image; urbanization and urban growth;

urban sphere of influence; central place system

and central place; urban systems; urban func-

tions; and residential areas. Studies of cities as

an area are divided into those on chorography,

urban landscape and urban form; urbanization

and urban growth; urban internal structure, civic

centers, central business districts, and shopping

streets; urban functions; and residential areas.

Since individual researchers do not classify their

own papers, these classifications were deter-

mined by the author. It should be pointed out

that in some cases these classifications may dif-

fer from those the original authors would have

made.

The following points may be seen from Table

1.

1) The number of articles on urban geography

increased after World War II. They reached a

peak in the 1980s, but decreased in the 1990s.

Then, in the years 2001-2005 the number again

increased. In these five years the number of ar-

ticles on urban geography was 114 (if articles iri

the English versions of Geographical Revieu

of Japan are included, the number is 127). If we

simply double this, the number of articles in the

years 2001-2010 will be 228 (or 254).

Table 2 shows the total number of articles or

human geography carried in the five major jour-

nals,6 the number of articles on urban geogra-

phy, and the percentage of the latter in the

former. There was a rapid increase in the per-

centage of articles on urban geography from the

1960s, reaching 25.9% in the 1980s. In the

English versions of Geographical Review of

Japan, this percentage reached 38.9%. There

was a slight decline in the 1990s, followed by a

small rebound in the years 2001-2005.

Thus, we see that the number of articles on

urban geography was the greatest in the 1980s,

fell somewhat in the 1990s, and then increased

again in the years 2001-2005. What is clear and

important, however, is that although the number

of articles increased in the early 21st century,

the contents of those articles differed from those

in the 1990s. This shall be discussed later.

2) If we divide these articles into studies of

cities as a point and studies of cities as an area,

we see that until 1970 studies of cities as a point

were more numerous, but this was reversed in

1971 and has continued so until today. This

trend has become clearer since we entered the

current decade. It is even more pronounced in

the English versions of Geographical Review of

Japan.

The number of studies of cities as a point is

decreasing in every field,but the decrease is par-

ticularly strong in central place system studies,

central place studies, and urban system studies.

In the first five years of the 21st-century, there

were no articles on the former.7

3) For many years the greatest numbers of

studies among studies of cities as an area were

on urban internal structure, civic centers, cen-

tral business districts, and shopping streets, but

in the 1970s there was a rapid increase in the

number of articles on urban functions. While a

slight decrease in the number of the former was

seen in the years 2001-2005, there were 26 ar-

ticles on urban functions during those years. The

content of studies on urban functions will be dis-

cussed later.

4) The number of review articles has obvi-

ously increased with the increasing number of

articles on urban geography.

5) It should also be mentioned that there has

been an increase in the number of unclassiflable

articles. In preparing Table 1, each study in

urban geography was classified to the extent

possible so that it could be sorted into a relevant

field.In recent years, however, there are a fair

number of studies that are difficultto fitinto the

above categories. Many of the studies contained
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Table 1. Number of urban geography articles(1945-2005)

1945-

1950

1951-

1960

1961

1970

1971-

1980

1981

1990

1991-

2000

2001-

2005

Number of studies

of citiesas a

point

Urban comparison

Urban classification

Urban image

2 5 6 3 1(1) 3 2

Urbanization

Urban growth
14 4 1 1(1) 4(1) 2

Urban sphere of influence 2 10 20 11 9(3) 5 3

Central place system

Central place
6 11 11 11(1) 7(2)

Urban systems 1 1 10 27(1) 20(2) 8(1)

Urban functions 4 13 19 21(1) 26 17

Residential areas 4 2 3

Subtotal 5 30 55 55 74(8) 67(5) 35(1)

Number of studies

of citiesas an

area

Chorography

Urban landscape

Urban morphology

1 1 1(2) 1 3

Urbanization

Urban growth
2 11 13 8 3(2)

Internal structure of city

Civic center, C.B.D.,

Shopping street

1 17 26 37 33(1) 37(3) 16(6)

Urban functions 1 3 4 20 19(2) 22(3) 26(2)

Residential areas 1 4 14 22(2) 18(1) 18(4)

Subtotal 3 24 45 84 83(7) 81(9) 63(12)

Review article 6 12 13 19 17(1) 6

Unclassifiable 2 4 5(6) 3(1) 10

Total 8 60 114 156 181(21) 168(16) 114(13)

Population geography articles 2 24 19 16 22(1) 29(1) 11(3)

Transportation/marketing geography articles 2 20 10 20 29(2) 23(2) 18

Total for Geographical Review of Japan, Japanese Journal of Human Geography, Annals of the Japan Association of

Economic Geographers, Quarterly Journal of Geography, and Geographical Sciences.

Japanese Journal of Human Geography has been published since 1948.

Annals of the Japan Association of Economic Geographers has been published since 1954.

Quarterly Journal of Geography has been published since 1948.

Geographical Sciences has been published since 1961.

Among articlesclassifiedas review articlesare included articlespublished in sections other than the "Review" section of

journals,based on the author's judgment.

Population geography and transportation/marketing geography do not include articlesin which the analysis was done at the

prefectural level.

Numbers in parentheses are the numbers published in English versions of Geographical Review of Japan (not included in

total).
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Table 2. Number of articleson urban geography and human geography published

in the five major journals of geography

1945-

1950

1951-

1960

1961-

1970

1971-

1980

1981-

1990

1991-

2000

2001-

2005

Articleson urban geography (A) 8 60 114 156 181(211 168(16) 114(13)

Articles on human geography (B) 104 693 705 750 700(54) 788(75) 412(48)

A/BX100 7.7 8.7 16.2 20.8 25.9(38.9) 21.3(21.3) 27.7(27.1)

Numbers in parentheses are the numbers published in English versions of Geographical Review of Japan (not included in

total).

in the "unclassifiable" category are those on

human or social groups within cities, and these

studies are characterized by a strong interest in

humans themselves. This is an important point

that shall be discussed further later.

6) Looking at the number of articles on pop-

ulation geography, transportation geography, and

marketing geography, which are neighboring

fields, we see an increase in articles in all of

them starting in the 1950s. In the 1960s and

1970s the number of articles remained about the

same, but then began to increase again in the

1980s. The articlesin Table 1 take municipalities

as a unit of analysis, but in the case of popula-

tion geography in particular it is necessary to

add a fair number of studies that take prefec-

tures as the unit of analysis.

While the above shows the trends in articles

on urban geography published in five major aca-

demic journals, let us now look at the position

of urban geography in a book series on geogra-

phy. Here we examined a series on geography

published by Asakura Publishing Co., Ltd. In the

1950s, Asakura Publishing published all eight

volumes of its New Comprehensive Series oj

Geographic Publications, but none of them was

an independent volume on urban geography. In

addition, it was generally thought that Japan had

not produced much significant research in urban

geography. Around 1970 Asakura Publishing pub-

lished another 13 volumes of its Comprehensive

Series of Geographic Publications, of which

volume nine was Urban Geography and Rural

Geography. This volume had only about half the

number of pages of volume one. Their Compre-

hensive Series of General Geographic Publi-

cations, consisting of a total of 18 volumes, was

published in the 1980s, and here for the first

time a single volume was given entirely to urban

geography. The number of studies increased, and

urban geography came to be recognized as an in-

dependent academic field.

However, in Asakura Publishing's Human Ge-

ography Series published in the current decade,

"urban geography" is not used as the titlefor any

of the volumes. In this series, the traditional field

of economic geography remains together with ti-

tles on social geography, political geography, and

cultural geography for the fields covered in the

volumes. Yet there is no independent volume

given to urban geography. In fact, this series de-

votes very little space to urban geography,8

which may suggest that the value placed on

urban geography has changed.

Trends in urban geography from the research

perspective

The research perspective adopted in this

paper is to distinguish between studies which

were "of the city" (the city was the subject of

the study), or studies "in the city" (cities were

the setting or field for the study). This distinc-

tion may be a little difficult to understand, and

it shall be explained in more detail.

In 1973 the author published an article enti-

tled "A study of economic management centers

of major cities in Japan" in Geographical Re-

view of Japan (Abe 1973). This titlehad the ef-

fect of indicating that the study was an exami-

nation of economic management centers in major

cities of Japan. However, this study was a com-

parative investigation of major cities in Japan

with economic management centers as an indi-

cator. Therefore, the title of the article should

properly have been, "Major cities of Japan from

the standpoint of economic management cen-

ters." In the former title the article appears to

be a study of urban functions with cities as the
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Table 3. Articleson urban geography by research perspective

Total foi

5 major

journals

Geographical

Review of

Japan

Japanese

Journal of

Human

Geography

Annals of

the Japan

Association of

Economic

Geographers

Quarterly

Journal of

Geography

Geographical

Sciences

ABABABABABAB

1945-1960 53 8 22 5 19 12 3

1961-1970 76 23 24 8 20 5 2 1 24 8 6 1

1971-1980 79 66 28 18 26 19 4 12 17 12 4 5

1981-1990 70 82 17(12) 15(7) 28 24 11 21 9 15 5 7

1991-2000 61 95 17(7) 26(6) 18 31 14 23 6 12 6 3

2001-2005 35 76 6(5) 23(6) 10 12 6 20 9 7 4 14

A: Articleson studies "of the city"

B: Articleson studies "in the city"

Numbers in parentheses are the numbers published in English versions of Geographical Review of Japan (not included in

total).

research setting, but the latter indicates that it

is a study in which cities are the subject.

This experience provided the author with an

opportunity to reclassify studies in urban geog-

raphy. At firstit was considered a priori that

urban geography indicated studies that made ge-

ographical investigations "of cities," but closer

investigation of articles published in academic

journals led to the realization that a fair number

of studies that are done "in cities" are also in-

cluded in urban geography.

Table 3 classifies the articles listed in Table 1

into those in which cities are the subject of the

study, and those in which cities are the setting

of the study. There were quite a few articles,

however, that could not be easily classified into

one or the other. Since these articles could not

be counted in either category, the numbers of

articles in the two tables do not correspond.

The data in Table 3 reveals an interesting

point. For the period after the end of World War

aU, there are more articles "of cities," but from

the 1970s the number of articles of each type be-

came closer. This was reversed in the 1980s and

has continued so until today. In recent years this

trend has become even stronger, and in the years

2001-2005 the number of studies "of cities" had

fallen to less than half the number of studies "in

cities."

Although studies of cities as an area increased,

the number of studies on urban internal struc-

ture, civic centers, central business districts, and

shopping streets decreased while the number of

studies on urban functions increased. This indi-

cates that researchers' interests have moved

away from studies on the internal structures of

cities toward studies on the state of urban func-

tions with cities as the setting.

Specifically, interest has been intensified in

analyses of the status of large corporate offices,

large retail stores or retail chains, convenience

stores, and the like. In contrast, no similar in-

tensification of interest has been found in stud-

ies that organize multiple indicators to divide the

areas inside cities into commercial or business

districts, demarcate the range of civic centers or

central business districts, or mark off shopping

streets, and then analyze the characteristics of

these areas.

From the above, we see that in the field of

urban geography in Japan in recent years, there

are a greater number of studies that analyze a

city as an area, and study something in the city

(city as setting).

Use of quantitative techniques in urban

geography

Urban geography is not the only field that uses

quantitative techniques. In the discipline of ge-

ography in Japan, quantitative techniques have

been introduced and used in many fields. How-

ever, among the various fields of geography,

urban geography is the one that has most incor-

porated quantitative techniques. This brings us
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Table 4. Articles on urban geography using quantitative techniques

1945-

1950

1951-

1960

1961-

1970

1971-

1980

1981

1990

1991-

2000

2001-

2005

Urban

geography

Correlationcoefficient/regression
analysis 1 7 11 12 9 8 2
Factor analysis/principalcomponent

analysisonly 1 1 14 22 21 2

Factoranalysis/principalcomponent
analysisand otheranalysis 5 14
Clusteranalysis 3 6 1

Trend surfaceanalysis 3 1 1

Gravitymodel 111

Other methods 1 5 16 32(4) 18(2) 6

Total 1 9 17 51 82(4) 54(2) 12

Populationgeography 8 7 7 9(1) 5 2(1)

Transportationgeography 4 1 4 6 6(1) 1

There is no segmentation by quantitative technique in population geography and transportation geography.

Numbers in parentheses are the numbers published in English versions of Geographical Review of Japan (not included in

total).

to the problem of to what extent such tech-

niques must be used for a study to be classified

as quantitative geography. Obviously, the use of

simple arithmetic is not enough.

In Table 4, the articles among those published

in the 5 major academic journals which were

judged by the author to use quantitative tech-

niques are categorized by the technique used. In

the early post-war years there were studies that

pioneered the use of quantitative techniques, but

the number of studies in urban geography that

used quantitative techniques did not really in-

crease until the 1960s. In the 1970s there was a

rapid increase in the number of studies using

quantitative techniques, centered on the younger

generation of researchers. This trend peaked in

the 1980s. The following should also be pointed

out.

1) Even though we say quantitative tech-

niques, most of the early studies used correla-

tion coefficients or regression analysis.

2) In the 1970s, there was an increase in the

number of studies that used factor analysis or

principal component analysis, and this trend con-

tinued until the 1990s.

3) In the 1970s there was an increase in the

number of studies using other methods. They in-

cluded studies using advanced mathematical

techniques. Consequently, there were some tech-

niques that only one or two people used or were

proficient in.

4) The number of studies using quantitative

techniques has declined dramatically after 2001.

If this pace continues there will be only about 20

such studies for the years 2000-2010. This is a

similar level to what was seen in the 1960s, and

marks a radical change from the 1980s. What are

the reasons behind this change?

Summary of trends in urban geography

research in Japan

The above shows the general trends in urban

geography research in the post-war years until

today. With a focus on the trends of recent years

the major points can be summarized as follows.

1) Studies of cities as a point are decreasing. 2)

Studies of cities as an area are increasing. 3)

Studies on urban function are increasing. 4)

Studies using quantitative techniques are de-

creasing. 5) Studies focusing on humans them-

selves are increasing. 6) Studies that are difficult

to categorize in traditional categories are in-

creasing. We shall look at these points in more

detail, but before that I will briefly summarize

urban geography in Japan in the post-war period

to the 1990s.9 This will help the reader to bet-

ter understand the characteristics of recent re-

search trends.
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Recent Urban Geography Research

in Japan

Early urban geography in Japan

There seem to have been three factors in the

development of urban geography in Japan from

the post-war years to the 1960s. They are 1) the

publication of Urban Geography: the structure

and development of urban areas and their

hinterlands by Kiuchi (1951), 2) the increase in

the urban population from the late 1950s―in

general terms, the advance of urbanization―and

3) the rise in urbanization studies that accom-

panied the advance of urbanization and the ur-

banization debate in the discipline of geography.

It was natural that, when faced with rapidly

growing cities, the interests of urban geogra-

phers turned to studies of urbanization. In 1958

the creation of the Urbanization Research Com-

mittee (1958-1964) of the Association of Japan-

ese Geographers, led to intense discussion of the

definition of urbanization. There are many intro-

ductions to this debate, and here I would like to

avoid adding to an already well-covered topic.

The important thing is that this rise is consid-

ered to have promoted the later development of

urban geography.

Meanwhile, although this was not directly re-

lated to urbanization studies, there were re-

searchers who took an early interest in central

place theory and the internal structure of cities.

Central place theory until the early half of the

1960s was in the so-called early stage in Japan,

but then suddenly blossomed starting in the mid

to late 1960s. This bore significant fruit in the

series of studies by Morikawa (1974, 1980, 1988)

and Hayashi (1986).

Central place theory and central place studies

cover a wide range of topics, but in Japan inter-

est in indicating the hierarchy of cities was high.

This was because hierarchy is one kind of order,

and this theme stimulated intellectual curiosity

more than anything. However, as has been men-

tioned, in recent years central place studies are

on the wane.

In place of central place studies, urban system

studies became popular after the 1980s. Various

definitions have been presented for urban sys-

tems (Murayama 1994), but in the end, these

23

types of studies became regarded as studies on

the interrelations of cities. Aside from the ques-

tion of whether or not central place studies were

actually conducted, the fact that most urban ge-

ographers in Japan share a fundamental knowl-

edge of central place theory has undeniably led

to the development of urban system studies.

While there may be differences of opinion on

whether central place studies are included in

urban system studies, for this review it is stipu-

lated that what we call central place studies are

included in urban system studies. However,

urban system studies have also been decreasing

recently.

The main streams of studies on the internal

structure of cities are central business district

studies as the central section of cities,studies on

the vertical structure of cities, and studies on

shopping streets. Widely known theories on the

internal structure of cities are the concentric

zone theory of Burgess, the sector theory of

Hoyt, and the multiple nuclei concept of Harris

and Ullman. Among them, Burgess's concentric

zone theory was introduced in Japan before the

war by Okui (1940), and referred to after the

war by Kiuchi (1951), but among Japanese urban

geographers the one who was most conscious of

this theory was probably Tanabe (1957).

Tanabe proposed several models based on em-

pirical studies. As far as the author has seen,

however, Japanese researchers do not seem to

be as aware of the theories of Burgess and oth-

ers in their empirical studies as was indicated by

Tanabe (1971). Reasons that can be given for

this are that 1) in the 1950s central business dis-

trict studies of Murphy had been introduced by

Higuchi (1955, 1956), and the interest of Japan-

ese urban geographers was directed to central

business districts in civic centers, rather than

comprehensive investigations of the internal

structures of cities,and 2) there were large mor-

phological differences between American and

Japanese cities,and it was recognized intuitively

that the theories of Burgess and others were not

suited to Japanese cities.There was also the dif-

ficulty that the analytical perspective of Murphy

and colleagues, who looked at small and medium-

sized cities in America, could not be directly ap-

plied to large cities in Japan.

It was from the late 1970s that Burfless's the-
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ory came to be cited frequently in urban geog-

raphy in Japan. This coincided with the appear-

ance from about this time of factorial ecological

studies within cities using factor analysis (Ueno

1981). This was also one aspect of the rise of

quantitative techniques in urban geography. It

was thought that studies of the internal structure

of cities using quantitative techniques would de-

velop with comparative studies of Japanese and

foreign cities,but since that time there has been

no increase in studies in this field.This was also

related to the decline of quantitative geography.

In studies on the vertical structure of cities,

the morphology of Japanese cities was planar,

and these studies did not become popular, al-

though the research of Todokoro (1986) must be

mentioned. There continue to be a large number

of studies on shopping streets. While there are

many such studies, the results of Sugimura

(1975) may be regarded as representative.

Let us also look at the presentation of research

results in foreign languages (especially English).

Among items that are particularly noteworthy for

urban geography in Japan, the release of Japan-

ese Cities in 1970 as a special publication of the

Association of Japanese Geographers should be

mentioned first.This book, comprising 8 chap-

ters and 264 pages, contained 30 articles on

urban geography intended for foreign readers. Its

publication in little more than 10 years after

urban geography gained momentum in the late

1950s demonstrated that, in this short period,

Japan had accumulated the research and edu-

cated the people to make such a book possible.

With publication of the English versions of Ge-

ographical Review of Japan starting in 1984,

researchers could publish their results in English

even within Japan. Since then more research re-

sults have been made public for the field of

urban geography than for many other fields. Al-

though few in number, some Japanese re-

searchers have also been publishing in foreign

academic journals. Examples are Kohsaka (1983,

1984), Sugiura (1986, 1990), Fujii and Hartshorn

(1995), and others.

The work of Murayama (2000) should be men-

tioned as an example of a book published in Eng-

lish. Murayama elucidates various aspects of the

Japanese urban system, with analysis on a range

of levels. His book contributes to a deeper un-

derstanding by researchers from other countries

of the achievements of urban geography in

Japan.10

Recent trends in urban geography

Why has there been in recent years 1) a de-

crease in studies of cities as a point, and 2) a

decrease in studies of the internal structure of

cities,despite the increase in studies of cities as

an area? Conversely, why has there been 3) an

increase in studies including urban functions, as

well as 4) a decrease in studies using quantita-

tive techniques, and 5) an increase in studies fo-

cusing on humans themselves? One additional

point worth mentioning is that 6) there has been

an increase in studies that are unclassiflable.

Why has the number of unclassifiable studies in-

creased? The above questions are discussed in

order below.

Decrease in studies of cities as a point

The decrease in studies of cities as a point fol-

lowed decreases in central place studies and

urban system studies, regarding which the fol-

lowing may be pointed out. The decrease in cen-

tral place studies was because of the difficultyin

indicating urban hierarchies of the Christaller

type in Japanese cities. Urban distribution and

urban morphology in Japan differ from the urban

morphology of the Old World and the Western

World. The difficulty of applying central place

theory without recognizing these differences has

been demonstrated (Abe 1993). Then there is

the feeling that urban system studies, which

upon their appearance seemed to include central

place studies, have to a certain extent run their

course. If they are to be studied in the future,

the distinctive characteristics of urban and re-

gional order in Japan, which differs from that in

western countries, will need to be investigated

for central place studies. The same is true for

urban system studies, but this depends on

whether new perspectives and new indicators

can be presented for the development of urban

systems. Of course, both themes have a sense of

being historical studies, or time-series studies.

This is because the interrelations among cities

(central places) change with the passage of time.

Decrease in studies on the internal struc-

ture of cities In historical geography, the

structures of ancient Japanese cities have been
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studied considerably, and models have been pro-

posed (Yamori 1970). Then, analyses of large and

medium-sized cities in modern Japan since the

Meiji Era (1868-1912) were also conducted, and

models were presented (Tanabe 1971, Tomita

1975, Matsumura 1992, Ishimaru 1988, 2000, Ya-

mashita 1987, 1999, Yokoo 2000, 2002). However,

while it is recognized that American urban mod-

els represented by Burgess and his colleagues

cannot be applied, no definitive model has

emerged for Japanese cities. More work is re-

quired on this point. Studies of the internal

structures of modern Japanese cities also need

to be deepened based partially on results from

historical geography.

Similarly, studies of shopping streets, which

have a long history, are not as prevalent as in the

past despite there being serious themes such as

the placement of large stores in suburbs in re-

cent years and the dying out of traditional shop-

ping streets (Neda 1999). However, studies that

consider the revitalization of shopping streets

are beginning to be seen.

Among many researchers there is a strong ten-

dency to study individual urban functions rather

than to conduct comprehensive analysis of the

internal structure of cities.We shall look at this

point next.

Increase of urban functions studies The

concept of urban functions is broad, even limit-

less depending on one's way of thinking. Urbar

geographers have much interest in tertiary in-

dustry, and that interest has expanded greatlj

with the advance of tertiary industry in Japan-

ese society. The fast food outlets and conven-

ience stores that are seen everywhere today die

not exist in Japanese society in the past. Thai

the appearance and spread of these shops has at-

tracted the interest of urban geographers is nat-

ural (Ishizaki 1990; Araki 1994; Tsuchiya 2000)

As society changes new urban functions are

sure to appear in the future. At those times ii

will undoubtedly be the younger generation thai

first focuses on such new functions. In othei

words, as society becomes more complex the ob

jects of study in urban geography will continue

to grow.

Let us look at some specific examples. The

studies of Sugiura and Miyazawa are easy to un-

derstand. Sugiura (1997, 1998, 2000) has pub

25

lished results on special nursing homes for the

elderly and elderly care services, and Miyazawa

(2004) has published results on facilities and

problems for people with physical handicaps.

Both researchers have taken up the problem of

care insurance (Miyazawa 2003; Sugiura 2004).

Kamiya (2002) has looked at the problem of psy-

chiatric clinics and analyzed the phenomenon

that their locations are concentrated in large

cities. Studies have also appeared on the prob-

lem of people with disabilities and urban spaces

(Okamoto et al. 2006). All of these are themes

that had received little attention in urban geog-

raphy in the past.

These studies have also undoubtedly con-

tributed to policy decisions of the government.

On this point urban geography has made signif-

icant contributions to society, and has brought

about an expanded range of the research field.

Conversely, there is also a risk that as research

interests become more detailed it will become

more difficult to grasp the full picture of cities;

the concern of not being able to see the forest

for the trees.

Decrease in studies using quantitative

techniques What is the reason for the de-

crease in studies that use quantitative tech-

niques and the increase in studies focusing on

humans themselves? The two appear to be un-

related, but that is not the case. As mentioned

earlier, many studies using quantitative tech-

niques were published in the 1970s and 1980s.

The opinion was also expressed that, more than

a simple boom, theoretical geography was in fact

synonymous with quantitative geography

(Ishimizu 1973). Even if this was an extreme way

of thinking, the idea that quantitative geography

at that time caused a transformation, and im-

provement of (traditional) urban geography re-

ceived steady support. However, there has been

a rapid decline in the number of studies using

quantitative techniques, at least those related to

urban geography.

The reason is that a large number of people

may not have been receptive to research results

from urban geography using quantitative tech-

niques. While there may be some dispute on this

point, one wonders whether researchers using

quantitative techniques produced results that

could be understood by people who were not
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well acquainted with quantitative techniques, or

whether new findings were produced owing to

analyses that used quantitative techniques.

The third volume of Asakura Publishing's

Human Geography Series, entitled Analysis of

Geographical Space, contained only quantita-

tive geography studies. However, while new tech-

niques may be seen in this book, new findings

are not so apparent. Moreover, nearly all of the

new techniques were developed by researchers

in other countries. One wonders how much tech-

niques peculiar to quantitative geography in

Japan have been developed.

It is true that fads or booms exist in research

trends, and these are accompanied by the risk

that rises and falls in research trends become

problems for the fielditself.However, the decline

in studies using quantitative techniques in recent

years suggests to this author that, more than an

end to a boom, the limit to the field may have

been reached.

Increase in studies focusing on humans

themselves "Focus on humans" here means

that geographers focus on humans at the indi-

vidual level. To the extent that human geography

is the academic discipline of studying human

agency and its results in any city, district or

space, it is natural that humans become the sub-

ject of studies. However, while it cannot be said

that there have been no studies in the past that

treated humans as individuals in geography,

there have been few.

It hardly bears repeating that human activity

is the root of studies in this field, whether they

are of urban sphere of influence or central place.

In urban sphere of influence studies, human ac-

tivitiesare firstconsolidated and then from these

results the influence zones of cities are demar-

cated. In central place studies, human beings are

assumed to show rational behavior as economic

beings. Thus, direct light is not shown on the be-

havior patterns of individual humans. Even when

the focus was on the buying behavior of con-

sumers, study results have been, in the end,

summarized in several categories and discussed.

In contrast to this, from the standpoint that

emphasizes the buying behavior of consumers, it

is seen that humans visit multiple locations to

make a single purchase and do not necessarily

complete their shopping at the nearest location.

Sometimes purchases are made paying higher

prices for the same goods. Since the place where

purchases are made differs with people's in-

comes, we may also say that analyses should

take this into consideration. This standpoint will

lead to a grasp of the buying behavior of indi-

vidual people. Interest in human living activities,

including buying behavior, was influenced by

time geography as proposed by Hagerstrand, and

came to be seen from around 1990 (Kamiya et

al. 1990; Kawaguchi and Kamiya 1991).

Such interest at the individual level also came

to be seen, for example, in urban studies based

on the economic management centers that have

been used by the author (Tanaka 1995; Umeda

2003). It hardly bears repeating that the studies

by past authors have been from the standpoint

of understanding head and branch offices of

large corporations as economic management cen-

ters, and analyzing the cities where they were

concentrated. At those times, to make the dis-

cussion more understandable, corporate strate-

gies for behavior patterns of salespersons were

analyzed and presented as case examples

(Ikezawa 1994). In some cases, these things had

significant meanings. However, the ultimate pur-

pose was to study cities, and not to study and

present corporate strategies or the behavior pat-

terns of salespersons. This is the place of eco-

nomics or business administration. If we want to

look only at human behavior patterns, we are in

the field of behavioral science.

Were urban geographers who conducted urban

sphere of influence or central place studies in

the past indifferent to this point? That was prob-

ably not the case. They must have conducted

urban and regional studies on the assumption

that human thoughts and behavior patterns are

of endless variety, and by consolidating these

things, they were conducting urban studies or

regional studies. The concept of economic beings

was adopted for this purpose. Unquestionably, it

is important to pay attention to human behavior

patterns. There should be much to study in that

area. However, questionnaire surveys to estab-

lish urban sphere of influence always contain a

question such as, "Where is the main place to

purchase the next item?" If the condition "main

place to purchase" is removed, the urban sphere

of influence cannot be established. The purpose
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of geography, or at least urban geography, is the

geographical study of cities,not to clarify the be-

havioral patterns of humans in cities.This is an

important problem involving the identity of

urban geography.

The approach of focusing on consumers' buy-

ing behavior, in other words human behavior, is

not only seen in Japan. In fact, as in much other

research, the aspect of being influenced by re-

search from other countries is strong.11 In the

background to the appearance of this way of

thinking one may see, with slight exaggeration,

a backlash against rational processing of every-

thing, as well as a backlash against data pro-

cessing by quantitative techniques that typify ra-

tional analysis. This also seems to be the main

current in humanistic geography. It may also be

considered as an assessment of flesh-and-blood

humans. Such a view had already appeared at

the height of quantitative geography in Japan,12

but in recent years it is recognized as a trend

bigger than all others. This has also brought

about changes in the style of writing research re-

ports, as will be explained below.

Increase in studies containing unclassifi-

able aspects It is also necessary to investigate

this focus on humans from other perspectives.

The keywords, to stretch the point somewhat,

are culture and society. Many of the articles in-

cluded as unclassiflable in Table 1 indicate a

strong awareness of cultural and social situations

(Onjo 1992; Fukumoto 2004; Nakamura 2004;

Yamaguchi 2004; Kimura 2006). This point can

be seen in review articles of geographies of

youth (Sugiyama 2003), and articles examining

street artists (Yamaguchi 2002) and street per-

formers (Miki 2006).

This may also be understood if we point to the

content of recent research on foreign people in

Japanese cities. This research theme has a long

history, but because Japanese cities and society

are homogenous compared with Western coun-

tries,research in Japan differs from that in West-

ern countries, much of which looks at ghettos or

other phenomena. However, reflecting the in-

creasing internationalization of Japan, that is, the

reality of increasing numbers of people from

other countries in Japanese cities,the number of

studies will continue to increase (Kataoka 2004).

Much recent research points not only to simple

27

compartmentalization, but also to a strong

awareness of the cultural identity of residents

(Abe 2000; Abe, R. 2003; Nakanishi 2004). This

occupies an important position as ethnic geog-

raphy in the overall field of geography (Sugiura,

T. 1998).

Culture understood from the angle of geogra-

phy is cultural geography; the academic field in

which culture is studied geographically. This may

be so vague as to be bewildering, but it is an

emerging fieldin recent years. The term cultural

geography may have an unfamiliar ring, but in

fact in the past it occupied one volume of Com-

prehensive Series of Geographic Publica-

tions}3 Afterward, there was relatively littlepub-

lished research in this field for a long time. The

number of studies has increased over the years,

but in recent years there is a clear difference

from cultural geography of the past. Interest in

flesh-and-blood humans has been pushed to the

fore, and attempts are made to study phenom-

ena encapsulated by the term culture in the

broad field of the city.It may be said that there

is a clear influence of humanistic geography. In

the most recent Human Geography Series from

Asakura Publishing, there is a volume entitled

Cultural Geography of Space.14 It must be said

that this is a clear contrast with the demise of

volumes on urban geography.

Where is Urban Geography Headed?

The above has shown the recent research

trends in urban geography in Japan, but let us

also take a look at this from two different per-

spectives. One is the research perspective, and

the other is that of writing style.

It was pointed out above that, when consider-

ing the research point of view and categorizing

studies as "of the city" or "in the city", studies

of the latter type are increasing. In other words,

there is a strong trend in urban geography in

Japan in recent years to conduct studies in

which urban areas are the setting rather than

those in which urban areas themselves are the

subjects of the study. Let us discuss this point

further.

Sugiura (2004) wrote in an article, "from the

perspective of investigating the extent to which

admission of residents to special nursing homes
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for the elderly was done in accordance with

practical factors in their lives, based on an un-

derstanding of the conditions of both their living

situation and facility choice behavior. He also

considered how much of a gap this showed with

the ideal situation, when limited to facility and

admission conditions that can be reasonably con-

sidered today." One would not think this was an

article on geography.

Nakamura (2004) considered "social relations

in neighborhoods formed by residents from the

viewpoints of two types of social network, to

clarify the characteristics of communities in a

suburb of a large city."This question would seem

to be one for urban sociology.

These are just two examples, but the similar

research viewpoint in these studies, that is,

studying some phenomenon with the city as the

setting, is not uncommon in recent years, as was

mentioned above. If this trend continues to grow

stronger, it may lead to the dissolution of urban

geography.

In addition, there are a fair number of studies

in which behavior patterns or life courses are the

subjects of the study (Nakazawa and Kamiya

2005; Nakazawa et al. 2006), and studies iri

which life histories are described in detail

(Tanaka 2000). Here we can see the influence ol

time geography.

As already pointed out, to the extent that

human geography, including urban geography, is

the discipline of studying human agency and its

results, it is natural that it will take up human

behavior, thoughts, volition, perceptions, and

broader lifestyle. However, what is the meaning

of taking up in such detail human behavior pat-

terns, life courses, and life histories recently'

What are its implications?

Let us now look at the second point, changes

in writing style. Recently an increasing numbei

of articles include direct quotes from intervie-

wees. According to a survey of the author, of the

articles on urban geography in the 5 major jour-

nals mentioned above for 2001-2005, there were

9 articles that directly quoted the words of indi-

viduals obtained through interviews or othei

means.15 There were also 8 articles that quotec

newspaper or magazine articles.

Studies of residential areas in urban geographj

have centered on analyses of residential areas as

places (including analyses of scale). Since it is

always humans who decide whether or not to live

in such places, human judgments are summa-

rized according to the item of residential choice.

In other words, human volition has been sum-

marized based on items such as "prices were rea-

sonable" or "the location was good."16 Recently,

a fair number of studies have directly quoted

words by people at the time a decision was made

with regard to a residential area. What is the

meaning of adopting these detailed quotes?

As everyone knows, the technique of record-

ing people's words and constructing an argument

is common in folklore. Moreover, the technique

of recording individuals' unadorned opinions or

judgments, without additional comment by the

author, is common in sociology. How would urban

geographers who use such techniques like to see

the relationships with these other fields?

Conclusion

The above has examined urban geography re-

search in Japan, centered on the research trends

of the most recent 15 years. It may be summa-

rized as follows.

Urban geography flourished in Japan in the pe-

riod following World War II. The number of pub-

lished articles increased steadily to a peak in the

1980s. The number of articles on urban geogra-

phy started to decline, however, in the 1990s,

but has rebounded in the current decade.

The contents of urban geography research

have changed greatly. Studies of cities as a point

have decreased, and studies of cities as an area

have increased. The largest factor of the de-

crease in studies of cities as a point is the de-

crease in central place studies and urban sys-

tems studies. Despite the increase in studies of

cities as an area, there has been a decrease in

studies that in the past accounted for its main

themes: studies of internal structures of cities,

central business district studies, and shopping

street studies. The number of studies on indi-

vidual urban functions is increasing.

Of the increase in studies dealing with urban

functions, there are more studies "in the city"

than those "of the city." Cities have come to be

the setting or the stage for studies rather than

the subjects themselves of studies.
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The marked decrease in studies using quanti-

tative techniques is also important. Studies using

quantitative techniques have decreased dramat-

ically, especially in this decade. The reasons for

this are that studies using quantitative tech-

niques have been unable to present new findings,

and that explanations of the findings to re-

searchers who were not proficient in quantita-

tive techniques have been insufficient, and that

few of the techniques were developed by Japan-

ese researchers. Even more important was the

backlash against treating human thoughts and

behaviors as excessively rational, which is the

fate of quantitative techniques.

A concrete manifestation of this is that it in-

evitably leads to assessments of humans them-

selves. In this there is the clear influence of hu-

manistic geography. Thus, there is an increase in

articles from the perspective of cities as the set-

ting in which humans are studied. Related to this

is that we are now seeing studies which are dif-

ficult to include in the traditional categories of

urban geography.

The above affects both how articles are put to-

gether and how they are written. Emphasis has

come to be placed on human outlook and narra-

tion, and many articles, in which statements or

interview records are quoted directly have been

published. This is a method that is often seen in

folklore or sociology, but the heavy use of these

methods calls into question the identity of urban

geography. Excessive emphasis on human judg-

ments, choices, and cognition also leads to ques-

tions about the identity of urban geography.

The collapse and reorganization of urban ge-

ography in Japan seems to have just begun. This

may be intimated by the fact that Asakura Pub-

lishing's Human Geography Series includes vol-

umes with titles on society, culture, and eco-

nomics, but no volume on urban geography.
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Notes

1. See Abe (1996) for urban geography in Japan

until 1990.

2. English version, Geographical Review of Japan

published twice yearly from 1984.

3. English transcription was The Human Geogra-

phy until 2003.

4. English transcriptionwas Annals of the Tohoku

Geographical Association until 1991.

5. From Abe, K. (2003) for 1945-2000.

6. Articlesjudged to be human geography, as de-

termined by the author, from among articlespub-

lished in five major academic journals.

7. Sugiura presented central place theory in the

2006 Geographical Review of Japan, but the

setting for this study was the Netherlands.

Morikawa (2005) discussed the possibilityof ap-

plying central place theory to the problem of mu-

nicipalland reform, but the setting for his study

was Germany.

8. When looking at the traditionalfieldsof urban ge-

ography, about the only one that fallsin the cat-

egory is Regional Change in Japan's Three Major

Metropolitan Areas by Tomita (2004).

9. See Abe (1996), Abe, K. (2003) for a detailed

summary.

10. In addition, the Japanese Society of Urban Geog-

raphy was founded in 2006 and I would like to

describe the lead up to publication of the Asso-

ciation'sjournal, Urban Geography.

11. There are many studies in this field,but Clark

(1968) may be held up as a representative early

study.

12. See the articlesof Ohdake (1988) and Yamano

(1979) for reference.

13. Vol. 8, Cultural Geography.

14. Unpublished as of March 2008.

15. Sixteen with the addition of articlesother than

urban geography.

16. Studies that adopt this kind of analyticalmethod

are of course also seen today. Yui (1999) and Ito

(2001) are recent examples.
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