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Abstract

We have examined recent textbooks of general science, earth science and biology for Japanese primary, ju-

nior high, and senior high schools in order to understand the present situation of learning of vertebrate fossils and

evolution in school education. The examination has revealed that the descriptions on these subjects are insufficient

and far from satisfactory in the textbooks from the viewpoint of vertebrate paleontology. The textbooks lack ex-

planation on basic skeletal structure of vertebrates, and mostly osteological terminology. Thus we propose a better

way to learn vertebrate fossils on the basis of the knowledge on the structure and terminology given initially. This

way is expected to improve the understanding and interest on the present subjects in pupils of the schools.
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