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Bulletin

120

219th Wednesday Lecture: Introduction to the Travel through the Paradise and Hells-
MY Ol

The Alterlife as Expressed in the Pictures of Six Realms of Rebirth/5ii#:  Part 1
Takasu Jun «oo-weeeeerremmmrmenin... 4

The story about the Paradise and Six Realms ol Rebirth is especially
important in understanding the Buddhist view of the afterlife based on
the idea of reincarnation. The deceased will be born again and again in
different realms and suffer from worldly concerns unless he or she will
be enlightened in the ultimate faith in Amida Ff9%:5¢ Buddha. Two
works in the Idemitsu Collection, “Ten Kings of Hell and Scenes of
Punishments |- 2J4%]14" and "Six Realms of Rebirth and Ten Kings
of Hell 7531+ 7, are good examples of such “Travel after Death”.
The part one of this lecture first deals with the general understanding
about the Western Paradise of Amida. Then, it explains the roles of Ten
Kings, the witness report of the afterlife by the monk Mokuren |H 2, and
the process of the “travel” into the next world starting with one's death,
climbing of the mountain and crossing of the river of the next world. The
descriptions of each of Six Realms will follow in the part two.



