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The Historical Circumstances of Emigrants to Manchuria from a
Buraku Community Subjected to Discrimination in Wartime Ogasa
District, Shizuoka Prefecture: A Study on the Use of Oral History
Learning in Social Studies Courses

Keiji Nakayama

Shizuoka University Graduate School of Education, 3™ Year Doctoral Course

Abstract

Currently, a lesson methodology that deepens students’ independent thinking, called “subjective, interactive, and
deep learning,” is being recommended for high school education as well as other educational institutions. Students
themselves have no objection to thinking on their own; however, it is undeniable that educational methods that should
adopt various methodologies depending on the teaching content tend to become standardized. When thinking about
which methods are effective in getting students to be interested on their own and studying further after class, I would
like to first consider ways to make students highly motivated. Rather than arguing for superficial methods, I would
like to propose the use of oral history—Iistening to the words of living witnesses of history—as a way to make it
possible for students to act on the motivation, “I want to learn about this.” Dictated records are an effective method
to hear the voices of socially vulnerable people who have difficulty earning a place in written history, such as buraku
communities that are subjected to discrimination. There is great significance in addressing subjects that closely
resonate with students and having them think about the subjects on their own. This can offer students a foundation
for lifelong learning. In this study, I attempted to plan a lesson covering emigrants to Manchuria from a wartime
buraku community in Ogawa County, Shizuoka Prefecture, which was subjected to discrimination. Using their own
voices as materials, I would like to examine what immigrating to Manchuria was for burakumin, who were subjected
to discrimination in the region and were told that the discrimination against them would end if they went to Manchuria.
With such a lesson as the background, we will study emigrants to Manchuria from a buraku community that was
subjected to discrimination, focusing on the activity of Ryoichi Inoue; Inoue was a reconciliation activist who lived
in Minamiyama A in Ogasa district, the location of one such buraku community that was subjected to discrimination,
and who promoted emigration to Manchuria in that area. Then, I will examine the educational effect of this practice
class on students and whether it encouraged a change in their consciousness.
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