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CHAPTER I
OF THE SLANDOF[ |

( | is an island in the eastern ocean, situated at the
distance of about fifteen hundred miles from the main-land, or
coast of Manji. It is of considerable size; is inhabitants have fair
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complexions. Their religion is the worship of idols. They are
independent of every foreign power, and governed only by their
own kings. They have gold in the greatest abundance, its sources
being inexhaustible, but as the king does not allow of its bein

exported, few merchants visit the country, nor is it ﬁequenteg
by much shipping from other parts. The entire roof is covered
with a plating of gold, in the same manner as we cover churches,
with lead. The ceilings of the halls are of the same precious metal;

many of the apartments have small tables of pure gold, of

considerable thickness; and the windows also have golden
ornaments. In this island there are pearls also, in large quantities,
of a red (pink) colour, round in shape, and of great size, equal in
value to, or even exceeding that of the white pearls. There are
also found there 3 number of precious stones.
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