Chapter 6

Practice of "Teaching Subjects in English" in Public Elementary Schools

Okayama Chisa, Ryan Maurice, Wakita Sae
Hatcho Elementary School, Toyohashi City

1 Introduction

In 2017, Hatcho Elementary School was commissioned by Toyohashi City to start a model project
to teach some subjects in English. In order to facilitate this, an English instructor (ALT) has
been assigned to work there during the school day. Hatcho Elementary School’s research goal is
"cultivating students who can expand their world view and express themselves richly in English."
The ALT and Hatcho homeroom teachers worked together to add keywords and phrases to the
regular Japanese lessons. The overall aim includes integrated instruction that covers several subjects
per grade each year. In addition, the ALT and the homeroom teachers used a 10-minute morning
study time each week to cover basic English expressions with the students. The ALT also spends
school lunches and break times with the students. As a result, the students can experience English
every day. As a bonus, homeroom teachers who weren't comfortable in English are becoming more
at ease being able to hold preparation meetings with a friendly ALT. This paper mainly describes
the third grade’s math class that was taught at Hatcho in November 2019. The integrated lesson
covered the “weight’ math unit, which was taught mainly in English by the homeroom teacher and

the ALT, with reinforcement of key concepts in Japanese.

2 Actual lesson
1) Unit title “Let's enjoy Thanksgiving dinner!”
2) Unit goals
a) Students can weigh objects correctly with appropriate scales.
b) Students can compare the weight of things around them.
¢) Students can work with their friends to anticipate the weight of various things.
3) Overview
(Note: The underlined parts indicate where the students spoke in English.)
The ALT introduced "Thanksgiving" in the U.S. during both integrated study time and English
time. (Photo 1) The ALT said he went to the supermarket to buy apples to make an apple pie
for Thanksgiving. He mentioned two apples both cost \120, and that it was unfair. (Photo 2) The
homeroom teacher showed the students two similar apples and asked, "What's the difference? "

Students guessed that it had to do with "Color", "Shape", and "Gloss™ . Then, Student A said, "I




heavier?" The children compared the two apples by holding

them in their hands, but they concluded, "I think this one

is heavier than that one. But I don't know how to compare |

them correctly with my hands." Then, student B proposed
to weigh them using a scale.

After that, the homeroom teacher and the ALT took out
a lkg scale. And they instructed students on how to use
the scale, then the students repeated the following after

the ALT, "Flat area, eye level, check 0. " Next, the

students used the scale to weigh the given apples.(Photo
3) The students found that apples weighed 350g and
300g. Respectively, the students agreed with the opinion
of student C, who said "There is a 50g weight difference
between these apples, but they are the same price, so that
is why Ryan (ALT) was angry. " Then the ALT showed
them a photo of a supermarket selling fruits by weight in
his country.

The ALT said at the end of the class, " Let's go to today's
last activity. The main dish for Thanksgiving! Turkey! "
He took out a model of a turkey. It was the same weight
as an average-sized turkey. Many students said, "I want
to weigh(it)!" "I wonder how many grams it is. " The
homeroom teacher passed the model to a student and he
placed it on a 1kg scale. Then, the needle of the scale
stopped after one full turn. Naturally, the students said, "Oh,
no! " The ALT said, "What should we do?" (Photo 4) and

[Photol This is Thanksgiving]

[Photo4 What should we do?]

the homeroom teacher announced, "It's time to finish!" Then, the students said one after another,

"Eh. Are you done?” "Can you do math in English again tomorrow?" These words made it clear

that the students were absorbed in the class.

In the following class, the students used a larger scale to weigh the turkey model and weigh other

things around them such as a pencase. The students then worked on the weight calculation in both

Japanese and English.
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3 Consideration

Since the first grade, the third-grade students have experienced some classes in English. In a
regular day, they play with the ALT during break time, so they are used to the ALT's English.
Therefore, they have an English listening skill. If a lesson is done in simple English, they can
mostly understand. This can be seen through the reactions and the comments of the students in the
classroom. The students respond mostly in Japanese, but they can also respond in English using
numbers and simple words. In addition, some students’ class reflections show that they understood

the lesson content and enjoyed the lesson done in English.

4 Further tasks

The students have gotten used to English and understanding it. However, the students respond
using simple language, such as numbers and single words, or reaction expressions like "Oh, no! " or
"Wow! " I think that it is a teachers task to create situations for the students to express themselves
in longer sentences. Since the teachers use mostly English, it takes a lot of time for the students
to understand the content. It is a challenge to teach fruitful lessons in English in a short amount of

time.

5 Conclusion

In 2005, Toyohashi City started an English project titled "Toyohashi Kids English Plan", which
introduced English from the third grade of elementary school. In order to enrich this plan and raise
students who can work globally, Toyohashi City will open an English immersion education course
at Hatcho Elementary School from 2020. With this new plan, we hope that Toyohashi’s students

will succeed on a global stage, with English as a steppingstone.
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