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How do Caregivers Gauge the Richness of Musical Expression
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The word “richness” , as used in the description of the goals of the “expression” area of the course of study for

kindergarten has a wide range of meanings, leading to ambiguity regarding goals and evaluations for musical

expression. For research and educational purposes,it is critically important to clarify the nature of the “richnesss” of

music in children’ s lives and the” richness” of children” s musical expression as judged by caregivers. Therefore,this

study has attempted to make the conceot of “richness” of musical expression by young children more concrete. The

resulting concepts derived through cording were classified,and the categories,elements and concepts created were

named.There were 66 elements as “Child’ s appearance and situation” which included the richness of the musical

expression . Also, there were 22 concepts as ” Value of caregivers” to its appearance and situation, and it was classified

into 6 categories as “contents felt by caregivers” .Based on this,quantitative age-related tendencies were found,and it

was found that their structure differed depending on the child’ s age according to the subject. The concept

of” richness” of musical expression in children,as investigated in this study,has the potentional to contribute to

estabirishing objective goals and evaluations that can be shared without the caregivers losing sight of children’ s

“richness” of musical expression and to formulate childcare content.
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