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Cross-Curricular Instruction of Traditional Culture
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ABSTRACT

In a globalized society, it is necessary for schools to develop people who can play active roles internationally. In
this study, we conducted cross-curricular lessons in art and home economics with the aim of enhancing education
in culture and cultural traditions for students with intellectual disabilities in special-needs high schools. For the art
class, the aim was to incorporate traditional art, while the home economics class focused on traditional food culture.
Accordingly, the art class focused on the appreciation of byobu, as many byobu depict a unique Japanese view of
nature. In addition, byobu can be appreciated from various perspectives, and students can learn from multiple
perspectives on Japanese aesthetics. In this class, we cooperated with a museum so that students could view replicas
of byobu. According to a preliminary survey, the students were very interested in the color and shape of the byobu.
After the class, their appreciation expanded to the functionality and themes of the byobu. A follow-up survey of
students showed that their interest in byobu had also increased. Students' learning about byobu was thus shown to
have been established and encouraged.
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