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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the characteristics of narrative development in 10-year-old and 11-year-old children
whose mother tongue is Japanese. Oral narratives were analyzed by text mining using KH Coder 3. As a result, the
following points were clarified. There was no significant change in the total number of extracted vocabulary and
different vocabulary between 10-year-old and 11-year-old children. In 10-year-old children, most of the common
verbs needed for these narratives were available. In 11-year-old children, an increase in verbs expressing psychology,
emotions, and thoughts was observed. The causal relationship of an event is expressed in an appropriate linguistic
form such as a connection expression or a verb conjugation, and three conditions are met: the ability to express a
causal relationship; the development of the linguistic form that expresses it; and the construction of the story schema.
In addition, various linguistic expressions were used to express the causal relationship of the 11-year-old children,
and some ideas were found to give the story its own uniqueness. From the co-occurrence network of frequent verbs
in 10-year-old children, a local chain of related words (verbs) representing a series of events in the climactic scenes
was detected, and the ability to compose one scene or event with high cohesion was achieved. The co-occurrence
network of frequent verbs in 11-year-old children formed a global network in which the chains of multiple events
that make up these scenes were closely linked to each other. The ability to reconstruct the story was seen in both
10- and 11- year-olds. As a method of reorganization, two main types of linguistic expressions (reverse
reorganization and time series reorganization) were found. In addition, there was a tendency to select necessary
events and compose the whole, conscious theme (goal) of the story. Here, the speaker’s own expressions and
narrative methods were seen. This is thought to be the seed of higher narrative composition ability. Since this study
is an analysis of a limited range of ages in a story, it is necessary to further expand the ages and establish and analyze
indicators of adult narrative development.
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