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Abstract

As a result of the revision of the Courses of Study in 2017, the “qualities and abilities” that should be
cultivated in each subject were reconstructed from the following three pillars: “knowledge and skills,” “thinking
capacity, decisiveness, and expressiveness,” and the “motivation to learn and humanity.” The need to improve
lessons to cultivate these qualities and abilities, and also promote the integration of instruction and evaluation
was highlighted. In particular, the evaluation of the qualities and abilities of “motivation to learn and humanity”
was judged to be difficult from this perspective; hence, "sensitivity, compassion, etc." was evaluated on an
individual basis, and “independent attitude toward learning” was used as the perspective for evaluation.
However,
regarding an “independent attitude toward learning,” it is difficult to evaluate children when they start school,
because these are non-cognitive abilities that cannot be quantified by tests and it is difficult to objectively self-
evaluate or express themselves in writing, and thus, there is a problem with the evaluation method. In this study,
therefore, we approached the task from a different perspective, replacing the notion of “independent attitude”
with the notion of “social and emotional skills” advocated by the OECD and adopting the "Big Five" taxonomy
for evaluation, in order to develop an evaluation index for an independent attitude toward learning among
children starting school through a “Start Curriculum” centered on living environment studies. We asked teachers
and parents to evaluate children’s attitude toward learning using our evaluation index, and verified the
effectiveness of the index based on the results of their evaluation.

Keywords

independent attitude toward learning, social and emotional skills, evaluation index, Start Curriculum, living
environment studies



