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ABSTRACT

J. L. Meriam (1872—-1960) was appointed to the University of Missouri in 1904. For about 20 years,
from 1905 to 1924, he was also the director of the Elementary School at the University of Missouri,
where he directed the school’s experiments. With the goal of elementary education being to “help
boys and girls do better in all those wholesome activities in which they normally engage,” Meriam
began to experiment with developing a curriculum organized in the four study areas of “observation,”
“play,” “stories,” and “hand work,” abolishing the traditional curriculum consisting of “the three Rs”
(reading, writing, and arithmetic) and conventional subjects. Meriam published Child Life and the
Curriculum in 1920, in which he presented and publicized his own curriculum development. This
study elucidates the theory and practice of “observation,” one of the four study areas established by
Meriam in developing the curriculum for the Elementary School at the University of Missouri.
“Observation” was a key area of study in the radical curriculum developed by Meriam, which
excluded the traditional curriculum. In this study, to clarify the actual situation of “observation,”
in addition to analyzing the historical context in which “observation” was established, Meriam’s
awareness of the problems of school education in that context, and the method of “observation” and
the theoretical foundation that supported it, a case study of teachers at the Elementary School at
the University of Missouri is presented. The results showed new findings that could not be gleaned
from Meriam’s books and articles.
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